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May 2, 2021 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. 

Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual 

abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of 

Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings 

food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life 

of the world. 

 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 

to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 



GATHERING SONG (verses 1 & 4) 
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GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 



 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish 

our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of 

your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 8:26-40 

 

A reading from Acts. 

 

Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African 

home after having been to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim 

the gospel to him. Upon coming to faith in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip. 

26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes 

down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now 

there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in 

charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning 

home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to 

Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading 



the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, 

“How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside 

him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:  

 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

   so he does not open his mouth. 

 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

  Who can describe his generation? 

   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 

himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this 

scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the 

road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to 

prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, 

Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they 

came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him 

no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he 

was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he 

came to Caesarea. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 22:25-31 

(Read responsively between lector and congregation, beginning with the lector) 

 

 25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 

  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD. 

 26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 

  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts | live forever! 

 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD; 

  all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 

 28For dominion belongs | to the LORD, 

  who rules o- | ver the nations.  

 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 

  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | fore the LORD. 

 30Their descendants shall | serve the LORD, 

  whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. 

 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 

  saying to them, “The | LORD has acted!”  

 

 

 

 



SECOND READING: 1 John 4:7-21 

 

A reading from 1 John. 

 

We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we 

have not seen, while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is 

to be matched by love toward others because the essence of God is love. 

7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born 

of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 
9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so 

that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us 

and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so 

much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one 

another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

  13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 

Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of 

the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide 

in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.  

  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love 

has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, 

because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts 

out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection 

in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their 

brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have 

seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him 

is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 



GOSPEL: John 15:1-8 

 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would 

have with him. Those who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they 

can do nothing. 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every 

branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 

more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide 

in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the 

vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those 

who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 
6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches 

are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in 

you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, 

that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON   PASTOR BILL 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY (verses 1 & 3) 
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Please stand if you are able. 

 

Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed. 

 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.) 

P: Hear us, O God.   C: Your mercy is great. 

 

 

PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OFFERTORY 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

 

God of love, 

you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 

Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 

Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 

for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 



PREFACE 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144) 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 



LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

The risen Christ invites us to this table. 

Come, eat and be satisfied. 

 

COMMUNION 

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher, maintaining 

your distance and keeping your mask on.  Move your mask to eat the bread and drink the 

wine.  Please place your empty communion cup in the basket.  Return to your seat with 

your mask on.  

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen.  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Wellspring of joy, 

through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 

Satisfy the hunger still around us, 

and send us as joyful witnesses, 

that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 



BLESSING 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG Shout to the Lord (ELW 821) 
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DISMISSAL 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE with license #A-719004.  All rights reserved. 

 

SERVING TODAY 

 

Pastor ......................................................................................................... Rev. Bill Nienstedt 

     Home Phone Number ....................................................................... 717-264-3757 

     Email Address .................................................................... Pastor@solomonslutheran.org  

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org  

Organist .......................................................................................................... Doug Mummert 

Head Usher ................................................................................................. Bonney Coldsmith 

Acolyte ............................................................................................................ Aaron Shreiner 

Lector ..................................................................................................................... Carole Darr 

Securing Offering ................................................................ Janice McEntire & Bernie Harris 

Communion Set-Up.................................................................................. Bill & Lilly Chiado 

Communion Clean-Up ............................................................................. Bill & Lilly Chiado 

Bread Cubes ................................................................................................. Frances Reichard 

Communion Assist ............................................................................................... Margie Dale 

Attendance last Sunday ........................................................................................................ 39 

 

 

Stewardship Thought - Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 2, 2021 “Posterity will serve him; 

future generations will be told about the Lord.” –Psalm 22:30  

 

Who first told you the good news about Jesus? Chances are it was a beloved elder, either a 

family member or pillar of the church. We receive the wisdom of our ancestors, and then 

we take on the mantle of responsibility and good stewardship to pass that good news along 

to future generations. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in celebration of Jerry & 

Ilona Laney’s 80th birthdays (5/23 & 4/29, respectively) and their wedding anniversary 

(5/14) given by Duane, Heidi, Audrey & Clark. 

 

Welcome Visitors!  We welcome you to our worship service.  We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing.  If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher.  We 

invite you to worship with us again! 

 

2021 Altar Flowers Chart—Kimberly will not be posting the new altar flowers chart as 

usual.  INSTEAD, please call her to reserve your special Sunday! Flowers will now be 

purchased from Royer’s Florist in Chambersburg. Please note the price will change to 

$35.  For the price of two flower arrangements, you can give glory to God with the beauty 

of His creation on the altar; commemorate a loved one; and if you choose, have your flowers 

given to someone who is homebound or recovering from surgery or illness.  

 

Prayer requests for the following persons Joe Wolfinger, Darrell Veilleux, Linda 

Berberich, Isabel Overcash, Catherine Plummer, Tom Black, Phyllis Foreman, Mary Ellen 

Bower, April Hughes, Larry Lehman, Jennifer Haughie, Bud Armstrong, Gertie Reichard, 

Joyce Wildeson, Manny Negron, Jerry and Peggy Tyson, Dee Dee Fox, Jody Swartz, 

Quentin, Linda Small Naus, Barbara Socks, Denise Bowen, Patsy Wagner, Anne English, 

Millie Kulkusky, Jackson, Bonnie Hudson. If anyone has a prayer request, please call 

Janice McEntire.  Note: At the beginning of each month, the Prayer Request List will start 

anew.  If you would like to remain listed on the next month’s list, or if you would like to 

have your name removed from the list before the end of the month, please call the office. 

There will be a celebration luncheon after church on May 16th for the four girls who 

finished their confirmation in October of 2020. 

Vacation Bible School’s “ROCKY RAILWAY" June 21 - 25, 2021 6:30 pm - 9:00 pm, 

Kids: 3 yrs. – 6th grade.  Celebration Sunday will be June 27th during our Worship Service 

in the SFC. Come join the fun!  

The May 2021 Living Lutheran magazines are available in the pamphlet rack.  

Michael’s BBQ Chicken Fundraiser - Saturday, May 15th, starting at 10:30am.  Drive 

through service until sold out.  Cost is $12.00/dinner and includes ½ chicken, baked beans, 

applesauce, and a Martin’s roll.  The event will take place in front of Franklin Hardware & 

Pet Store, 1975 Philadelphia Ave, Chambersburg.  Sponsored by the SpiriTrust Lutheran 

Chambersburg Auxiliary.  For pre-orders, see your congregation’s auxiliary representative 

or call 717-860-7544. 

 



Willie & Karin Huber donated some items to the church.  Some of the items will be for 

sale.  The Sundays of May 2 and May 9 have been set aside for any member who may have 

interest in the items before we offer them at a yard sale. 

 

The annual SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary membership drive will take 

place during the month of May.  Anyone can join with a minimum contribution of $1.00.  

Because of your generous support, in the past the Auxiliary was able to make donations to 

SpiriTrust Lutheran Home Care & Hospice, SpiriTrust Lutheran LIFE, SpiriTrust Lutheran 

Counseling Services, as well as The Inn Endowment Fund at The Village at Luther Ridge 

and many other important programs and services.  If you would like to join the Auxiliary or 

need more information, please contact Becky Pecha, your congregational representative. 

 

Contact Frances Reichard for all reservations for the rental of the gym.  (717) 263-1705 

or (717) 360-5243. 

 

2021 Summer Camp information is available in the pamphlet rack in the narthex for those 

who are interested. 

 

Power Packs: The need for nutritious food for New Franklin Elementary School students 

in need is an on-going project.  Please consider donating individual serving size fruit and 

vegetable cups. See Pastor Bill if you would like to give a monetary donation. 

 

Bulletin Announcement Forms are located in both pamphlet racks.  Please submit all 

bulletin announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in 

the bulletin. 

 

Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available 

in the library for anyone to read. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



MAY 2, 2021  
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
Perfect love casts out fear. 

  
DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

Sunday  John 15:1-8  Jesus the true vine  
Monday  Acts 8:26-40  Phillip and the eunuch  
Tuesday  1 John 4:7-21  God is love  
Wednesday  Isaiah 41:8-10  The Lord’s chosen servant  
Thursday  1 Peter 5:6-11  Tending the flock of God  
Friday  Deuteronomy 31:6-8  Joshua becomes Moses’ successor  
Saturday  Psalm 22:25-31  A vow of thanksgiving  
Sunday  John 15:9-17  Love one another  
 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, 
and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 1 John 4:18 (NRSV)  
  
PRAYERS AND BLESSING  
A Prayer for the Week:  
God of love, free us from fear so that we may love others as you have loved us through 
Christ Jesus. Amen.  
 
Mealtime Prayer:  
Dear God, we thank you for this gift of food. Help us to show care for others and 
remember that we love because you first loved us through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
(1 John 4:19)  
 
A Blessing to Give:  
May God who loves you dearly, free you from your fears so that you may love others. 

 

CARING CONVERSATIONS  
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:  

• Talk or think about a time you were afraid.  

• How is fear and feeling judged closely related?  

• How does God’s love for you free you from fear so that you can love others?  

 



 

 HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Where True Charity and Love Abide 
 

 
  

DEVOTIONS  
Read: 1 John 4:7-21.  
 
It is so tempting to protect and defend one’s own life by judging others. Christ’s model of 
life and love is to defend the cause, the needs of others, not oneself or one’s own group. 
The love of God in Christ is sacrificial, it gives itself for others. The God of love casts out 
fear so that we can truly see others and care for them, knowing that we have already 
been cared for and loved by God. This love is totally freeing, without fear, without 
anxiety. The God of the day of judgment has already judged us with love. This is love 
perfected and the love we are now free to bestow on others—all others. Love is our way 
to see and experience God in the world. Hating others and loving God does not go 
together. Where in your life and in the world do you see that this great love needs to be 
known and experienced?  
 
Pray: Loving God, help us to see with the eyes of faith and love that we may witness to 
your power and glory through our risen Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
  
SERVICE  
Jesus’ model for us is to care for others, especially the helpless. There are many who are 
in need of food, clothing, housing, and medical supplies. Can you think of ways you can 
help those in need?  
 
  
RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
In John 15:5, Jesus says, “I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and 

I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.” It is by being 

joined to Jesus, the true vine, that we bear the fruit of Jesus. Draw a vine and branches. 

Add leaves and fruit to the end of each branch. In what ways do you show God’s love and 

kindness to others? Write those ways on the fruit. Look at your drawing this week and 

pray that you will produce fruit and show God’s love to others. 
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