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April 18, 2021
Third Sunday of Easter

The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ shares
food with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share each
Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and shows them the
meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures, the two main
elements of our Sunday worship.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,
and of the ++ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin,
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds (ELW 367) (verses 1&4)
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Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.
Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengesdnge, Koln, 1623
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your
children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 3:12-19
A reading from Acts.

After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God'’s
promises to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s death
and resurrection, God is offering them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name.

‘?[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you
stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?**The God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified
his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he
had decided to release him. **But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to
have a murderer given to you, *>and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from



the dead. To this we are witnesses. ‘°And by faith in his name, his name itself has made
this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him
this perfect health in the presence of all of you.

7“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. **In
this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah
would suffer. ‘*Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 4
(Read responsively between lector and congregation, beginning with the lector)

'Answer me when | call, O God, defender | of my cause;
you set me free when | was in distress; have mercy on me and | hear my prayer.
°“You mortals, how long will you dishon- | or my glory;
how long will you love illusions and seek | after lies?”
*Know that the LorD does wonders | for the faithful;
the LorD will hear me | when | call.
“Tremble, then, and | do not sin;
speak to your heart in silence up- | on your bed.
>Offer the appointed | sacrifices,
and put your trust | in the LORD.
‘Many are saying, “Who will show us | any good?”
Let the light of your face shine upon | us, O LORD.
"You have put gladness | in my heart,
more than when grain and | wine abound.
®In peace, | will lie | down and sleep;
for you alone, O LoRD, make me | rest secure.

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-7
A reading from 1 John.

God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full
details of our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus
to take away our sins.

'See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that
is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
“Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we
do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.
*And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

“Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. “You know that



he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. °No one who abides in him
sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. ’Little children, let no one
deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Celtic Alleluia
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Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.

Music: Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker
Music © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GOSPEL: Luke 24:36b-48

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the
disciples to understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and
sends them on a mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness.

“bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” *'They
were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. **He said to them,
“Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? **Look at my hands and
my feet; see that it is | myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and
bones as you see that I have.” ““And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and
his feet. “*“While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them,
“Have you anything here to eat?” ““They gave him a piece of broiled fish, “*and he took it
and ate in their presence.



*Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with
you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms
must be fulfilled.” “°Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, “°and he said
to them, “Thus it 1s written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the
third day, “’and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. “*You are witnesses of these things.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON PASTOR BILL

HYMN OF THE DAY (verses 1&3)

The Peace of the Lord
La pac. del Sefior
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Spanish text and tune © Anders Ruuth, admin. Augsburg Fortress. English text © Lutheran World Federation.
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Please stand if you are able.
Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed.

CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)
P: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



OFFERTORY
Come to the Table
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Eat of the bread of sal-va - tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.

Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942

Music: COME TO THE TABLE, Martin J. Nystrom, b. 1956

Text and music © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music; Juniper Landing Music, admin. Word Music; and Word Music.
Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of love,

you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.

Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ invites us to this table.
Come, eat and be satisfied.

COMMUNION

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher, maintaining
your distance and keeping your mask on. Move your mask to eat the bread and drink the
wine. Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Return to your seat with
your mask on.

COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Wellspring of joy,

through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,

and send us as joyful witnesses,

that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.

SENDING SONG (verses 1&3)
This Joyful Eastertide
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Text: George R. Woodward, 1848-1934
Music: VRUECHTEN, Dutch folk tune, 17th cent.




DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

SILENT PRAYER

POSTLUDE

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE

LICENSE with license #A-719004. All rights reserved.

SERVING TODAY

] (] S PR Rev. Bill Nienstedt
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ALeNdance 1aSt SUNTAY ......cccvveiieiiecie e enes 48

Stewardship Thought - Third Sunday of Easter, April 18, 2021
“You are witnesses of these things.” — Luke 24:48

Jesus appears to his disciples and gives them a mind-opening experience. As witnesses
they are charged with telling the truth of their experience. We, too, are witnesses charged
with telling the truth. How might you share the truth about creation care and climate
change in our polarized culture?
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in honor of Dad, Pop,
Glenn Wildeson’s birthday April 21 given by Zoe, Doug, Brandon, Erin, Jared, Emma,
Eli & Hattie.

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We
invite you to worship with us again!

2021 Altar Flowers Chart—Kimberly will not be posting the new altar flowers chart as
usual. INSTEAD, please call her to reserve your special Sunday! Flowers will now be
purchased from Royer’s Florist in Chambersburg. Please note the price will change to
$35. For the price of two flower arrangements, you can give glory to God with the beauty
of His creation on the altar; commemorate a loved one; and if you choose, have your flowers
given to someone who is homebound or recovering from surgery or illness.

Prayer requests for the following persons: Linda Berberich, Isabel Overcash, Genny
Grant, Catherine Plummer, Tom Black, Phyllis Foreman, Mary Ellen Bower, April Hughes,
Larry Lehman, Jennifer Haughie, Bud Armstrong, Gertie Reichard, Joyce Wildeson, Manny
Negron, Jerry and Peggy Tyson, Dee Dee Fox, Jody Swartz, Quentin, Linda Small Naus,
Barbara Socks, Denise Bowen, Patsy Wagner, Anne English, Millie Kulkusky, Jackson,
Bonnie Hudson. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire. Note: At the
beginning of each month, the Prayer Request List will start anew. If you would like to
remain listed on the next month’s list, or if you would like to have your name removed from
the list before the end of the month, please call the office.

Michael’s BBQ Chicken Fundraiser - Saturday, May 15%, starting at 10:30am. Drive
through service until sold out. Cost is $12.00/dinner and includes % chicken, baked beans,
applesauce, and a Martin’s roll. The event will take place in front of Franklin Hardware &
Pet Store, 1975 Philadelphia Ave, Chambersburg. Sponsored by the SpiriTrust Lutheran
Chambersburg Auxiliary. For pre-orders, see your congregation’s auxiliary representative
or call 717-860-7544.

The annual SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary membership drive will take
place during the month of May. Anyone can join with a minimum contribution of $1.00.
Because of your generous support, in the past the Auxiliary was able to make donations to
SpiriTrust Lutheran Home Care & Hospice, SpiriTrust Lutheran LIFE, SpiriTrust Lutheran
Counseling Services, as well as The Inn Endowment Fund at The Village at Luther Ridge
and many other important programs and services. If you would like to join the Auxiliary or
need more information, please contact Becky Pecha, your congregational representative.

Contact Frances Reichard for all reservations for the rental of the gym. (717) 263-1705
or (717) 360-5243.



Willie & Karin Huber donated some items to the church. Some of the items will be for
sale. The Sundays of May 2 and May 9 have been set aside for any member who may have
interest in the items before we offer them at a yard sale.

Relay for Life - Help support our team by purchasing a duck for the Annual Duck
Derby! One duck is $5.00 or you can purchase a Quack Pack (6 ducks) for $25.00. Please
see Becky Mull for questions and to purchase your ticket. Thank you for your support!

If you would like to join our Relay for Life team and do not have a computer to register with
our team you may call 1-800-227-2345 and ACS will help you sign up!

April is Paper Drive Month: Social Ministry is collecting paper products (towels, toilet
paper, napkins, hygiene products, etc.) for the Maranatha Food Pantry during April. Please
drop your donations in the Sunday school room. These items will help those in need in our
community. Thank you for your generosity.

2021 Summer Camp information is available in the pamphlet rack in the narthex for those
who are interested.

Power Packs: The need for nutritious food for New Franklin Elementary School students
in need is an on-going project. Please consider donating individual serving size fruit and
vegetable cups. See Pastor Bill if you would like to give a monetary donation.

Bulletin Announcement Forms are located in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all
bulletin announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in
the bulletin.

Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available
in the library for anyone to read.
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS h 0 m e

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Luke 24:36b-48 Jesus appears to the disciples
Monday Acts 3:12-19 Peter speaks in the temple
Tuesday 1John 3:1-7 Children of God

Wednesday Joshua 1:1-9 God’s commission to Joshua
Thursday 2 Timothy 3:14-17 Paul’s last instructions to Timothy
Friday Nehemiah 8:1-8 Ezra summons the people
Saturday Psalm 4 An evening prayer

Sunday John 10:11-18 The Good Shepherd

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

Then [Jesus] opened [the disciples] minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to
them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the
third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name.” Luke
24:45-47a (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:

Almighty and merciful God, help us to be aware of your grace that we may daily repent of
our sins and turn to you through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, we give you thanks for the food that nourishes the body and for your word
that nourishes the soul. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the Lord keep you safe and grant that you lie down in peace. (Psalm 4:8)

CARING CONVERSATIONS
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e What is something you want to learn more about?

e What questions do you have about Jesus and the Christian faith?

e Who or where do you turn to when you want to know more about the Christian
faith?



HYMN OF THE WEEK

Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak 20 B t k-
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DEVOTIONS e e

Read: Luke 24:36b-48. h 0 m e

It is clear that the first followers of Jesus were drawn to the Hebrew Scriptures to
understand what happened to Jesus and what that meant for them as his followers. Jesus
himself opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, that is, the Old Testament,
since the New Testament had not yet been written. There is a continuity between the Old
and New Testaments that Christians can easily overlook. Easter is a good time to commit
to reading the Bible—OIld and New Testaments—to seek a deeper understanding of who
Jesus is and what his reign means for the world and the church of today. How can reading
the Bible strengthen your faith and encourage you to share the message of Jesus in word
and deed?

Pray: Dear resurrected Savior and Lord, give us the desire to read the Bible, learn more
about you, and share your message of forgiveness with those we meet. Amen.

SERVICE

April 22 is observed as Earth Day around the world. Psalm 4 uses the image of an
abundance of grain and wine to show the joy of knowing God. As we acknowledge that
God is the creator of all things, it is good for us to care for what God has made. Itis a
source of joy. In what way can you experience the joy of God’s creation this week
through caring for the earth?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

The end of the day is a good time to slow down, reflect on the day, and focus on God’s
place at the center of our lives. Take time before going to bed each day this week to think
or talk about mountain highs and valley lows for the day and then read and reflect on this
verse from Psalm 4:8, “I will both lie down and sleep in peace; for you alone, O Lord, make
me lie down in safety.”
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