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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ,
seeks to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News
boldly and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with
all creation.”

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
MARCH 21, 2021
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March 21, 2021
Fifth Sunday in Lent

God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a covenant that
will allow all the people to know God by heart. The church sees this promise fulfilled in
Christ, who draws all people to himself when he is lifted up on the cross. Our baptismal
covenant draws us to God’s heart through Christ and draws God'’s love and truth into our
hearts. We join together in worship, sharing in word, song, and meal, and leave
strengthened to share God'’s love with all the world.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God,
the keeper of the covenant,

the source of steadfast love,

our rock and our redeemer.

Amen.

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who
is full of compassion.

Fountain of living water,

pour out your mercy over us.

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.

Rebuild what we have ruined

and mend what we have torn.

Wash us in your cleansing flood.

Make us alive in the Spirit

to follow in the way of Jesus,

as healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.

Beloved, God’s word never fails.

The promise rests on grace:

by the saving love of Jesus Christ,

the wisdom and power of God,

your sins are + forgiven, and God remembers them no more.

Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (ELW 334)
Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery
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God of all our fear and sorrow,

God who lives beyond our death,
Hold us close through each tomorrow,
Love as near as every breath.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
N u \ \
A —p ' — |
{t—* | | T R S E— | |
P s

We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our
prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and
death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34
A reading from Jeremiah.

The Judeans in Babylon blamed their exile on their ancestors, who had broken the
covenant established at Sinai. Here the prophet looks to a day when God will make a new
covenant with the people. There will be no need to teach the law, because God will write it
on their hearts.

*IThe days are surely coming, says the LorD, when | will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. *It will not be like the covenant that | made with
their ancestors when | took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a
covenant that they broke, though | was their husband, says the LorD. **But this is the
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LorD: | will
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and | will be their God, and they
shall be my people. **No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know
the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the
LorD; for | will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 51:1-12
(Read responsively between lector and congregation, beginning with the lector)

'Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out | my offenses.
“Wash me through and through | from my wickedness,
and cleanse me | from my sin.
°For | know | my offenses,
and my sin is ev- | er before me.
*Against you only have | sinned and done what is evil | in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment.
°Indeed, | was born | steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my | mother’s womb.
°Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom | deep within.
"Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean;
wash me, and | shall be pur- | er than snow.
éLet me hear | joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken | may rejoice.
°Hide your face | from my sins,
and blot out | all my wickedness.
%Create in me a clean | heart, O God,
and renew a right spir- | it within me.
iCast me not away | from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spir- | it from me.
?Restore to me the joy of | your salvation
and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 5:5-10
A reading from Hebrews.

Using priestly imagery and references to the Old Testament, the author explains how
Christ lived in trusting obedience to God, and so God has made Christ the source of our
eternal salvation.

°Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one
who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; “as he says also in another
place, “You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.” ’In the days of
his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one
who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent
submission. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; “and
having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him,
““having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205)
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slow to an - ger, rich in bless - ing, and with love to us in-clined.

GOSPEL: John 12:20-33
The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival. Here Jesus’
words about seeds planted in the ground turn the disaster of his death into the promise of
a harvest in which everyone will be gathered.

“’Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. “They
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, *““Sir, we wish to see
Jesus.” #’Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus.
3Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. **Very
truly, 1 tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single
grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. “Those who love their life lose it, and those who
hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. ““Whoever serves me must follow
me, and where | am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will
honor.

?I“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—*Father, save me from this hour’?
No, it is for this reason that | have come to this hour. “*Father, glorify your name.” Then a
voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” **The crowd
standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to
him.” **Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. **Now is the
judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. *?And I, when | am
lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” **He said this to indicate the kind
of death he was to die.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON PASTOR BILL



HYMN OF THE DAY The Word of God Is Source and Seed (ELW 506)
The Word of God Is Source and Seed
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Text: Delores Dufner, osB, b. 1939

Mausic: GAUDEAMUS DOMINO, David Hurd, b. 1950

Text © 1983, 1993 Sisters of St. Benedict, St. Joseph, MN, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copytight administrator.
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Please stand if you are able.



Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed.

CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (please respond)
P: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



OFFERTORY

Create in Me a Clean Heart
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Music: J. A. Freylinghausen, 1670-1739

OFFERING PRAYER

Faithful God,

you walk beside us in desert places,

and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven.
Accompany us in this meal,

that we may pass over from death to life

with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Jesus draws the whole world to himself.
Come to this meal and be fed.

COMMUNION

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher, maintaining
your distance and keeping your mask on. Move your mask to eat the bread and drink the
wine. Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Return to your seat with
your mask on.

COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of steadfast love,

at this table you gather your people

into one body for the sake of the world.

Send us in the power of your Spirit,

that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG On Our Way Rejoicing (ELW 537)

On Our Way Rejoicing
Q ﬁ ! | f |
: —— ————
\a¥ y— & o 1 ) b O
J 1 r— G ' Y
1 On our way re - joic - ing glad - ly let us go.
2 Un - to God the Fa - ther joy - ful songs we sing;
0 . .
) | I | K .
S ,—————— ———
W | ] | & b o i
J | ' | i O
Christ our Lord has con - quered; van - quished is  the foe.
un - to God the Sav - ior thank - ful hearts we  bring;
Q ﬁ . I | I
e——— o
Christ with - out, our safe - ty; Christ with - in, our joy;
un - to God the Spir - it bow we and a - dore,
Do 5 — :
© < ¢ | I S AR
J | - 7 d ' |
who, if we  be faith - ful, can our hope de - stroy?
on our way re - joic - ing now and ev - er - more.
Refrain
Q ﬁ i I i I
o r—" * -+ 2 ! e e —
& = | ) L o
71 r— & Y
On our way re - joic - ing; as we for - ward  move,
e —— 5 . |
O A | B
J 1 ' 7} d ' 1
hear-ken to our prais - es, O blest God of love!

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.
Music: HERMAS, Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879



DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

SILENT PRAYER

POSTLUDE

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with
license #A-719004. All rights reserved.

SERVING TODAY
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Stewardship Thought - Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 21, 2021
“Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a

single grain, but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” — John 12:24

In this week’s gospel Jesus speaks about his coming death and outlines what it means to
truly follow him. Like Jesus, we are called to go the second mile, to put aside self-interest
for the sake of the gospel and serve God and neighbor willingly.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in honor of Norm & Nancy
Kuykendall’s 60th Wedding Anniversary on 3/18 given by Norm & Nancy Kuykendall.

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We
invite you to worship with us again!

2021 Altar Flowers Chart—Kimberly will not be posting the new altar flowers chart as
usual. INSTEAD, please call her to reserve your special Sunday! Flowers will now be
purchased from Royer’s Florist in Chambersburg. Please note the price will change to
$35. For the price of two flower arrangements, you can give glory to God with the beauty
of His creation on the altar; commemorate a loved one; and if you choose, have your flowers
given to someone who is homebound or recovering from surgery or illness.

Prayer requests for the following persons Catherine Plummer, Terry Fell, Linda Wepking,
Tom Black, Phyllis Foreman, Mary Ellen Bower, April Hughes, Larry Lehman, Jere Brehm,
Lee Locke, Jennifer Haughie, Bud Armstrong, Gertie Reichard, Joyce Wildeson, Manny
Negron, Jerry and Peggy Tyson, Sue Ressler, Dee Dee Fox, Jody Swartz, Quentin, Linda
Small Naus, Barbara Socks, Denise Bowen, Sylvia Wenger, Patsy Wagner, Anne English,
Millie Kulkusky, Jackson, Bonnie Hudson. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice
McEntire. Note: At the beginning of each month, the Prayer Request List will start anew.
If you would like to remain listed on the next month’s list, or if you would like to have your
name removed from the list before the end of the month, please call the office.

A drive thru Easter Egg Hunt will be held at 11:00 a.m. in the Church Woods on April 3,
2021.

Worship Time Change: Solomon’s Sunday worship will change to 10:15 a.m. beginning
on Sunday, March 28—Palm Sunday. This will accommodate children’s Sunday school
classes which will begin on that day.

Maranatha Food Pantry: Our special Lenten offering has been earmarked for the
Chambersburg Maranatha Food Pantry, which provides food and paper products to those in
need in our community. Please place your offerings in the “Lent Offering” baskets located
in the sanctuary, in the offering plate or send to the office. Please mark your donation “Lent
Offering.” Thank you for your generosity.

Spring Fun Night - Saturday March 27, 2021 in SFC 6pm - 8pm. Prepackaged Menu: Ham
Sandwiches, Fruit Cup, Chips, Cookies & Drink. We will be making: Pretzel Hug and
Painted Rocks. Contact Janice McEntire at 717-264-3702 if you're planning on attending.



New Apartments Available for Moderate Income Seniors: If you know someone aged
62 or more with gross income between $19k and $32k per year ($37k for couples), a few
apartments are still available at the brand new PARKVIEW CORNER on S. Main St. in
Chambersburg. This secure, beautiful, energy efficient, fully accessible building has
elevators, a fitness center, a beauty salon, on site local management, and more. 1 bedroom
homes are $600 per month. Completed applications received by March 31st will get $250
off rent if housed in April or May. Application fees are also waived this month. A Covid-
safe process, and no in person visit required. To see pictures, take a virtual tour, and to
apply, visit Luminest.org and look for Parkview Corner.

Lenten Midweek Bible Study: | invite you to join us for a Zoom video midweek Lenten
Bible Series entitled Created for Community, each Wednesday in Lent at 6:30 pm. Using
readings from Mark’s gospel, this series invites us to reflect on what it means to be
community with one another, with the world, with creation, and with God. On Wednesday,
March 24, we will study Mark 10:32-45, Jesus once again reminds the disciples and all of
us that our call will lead to the cross. Please check your email for the Zoom link, call the
office, or email Pastor Bill for the link.

Relief for Storm Victims: Lutheran Disaster Response is collaborating with the Texas-
Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod, the Southwestern Texas Synod, the Northern Texas-Northern
Louisiana Synod, and Lutheran Social Services Disaster Response. Congregations are
already conducting relief efforts such as supplying water, food and generators to those in
need and opening their doors to serve as shelters. Long-term recovery may include repairing
water-damaged homes, disaster case management and supporting vulnerable populations.
Please consider giving to Lutheran Disaster Response to aid in this effort. 100% of your
donation will go to aid. Make your gift out to Solomon’s Lutheran Church and note on your
gift “US Severe Storms.” Place your gift in the offering plate or send to the office. Thank
you for your generosity.

Power Packs: The need for nutritious food for New Franklin Elementary School students
in need is an on-going project. Please consider donating individual serving size fruit and
vegetable cups. See Pastor Bill if you would like to give a monetary donation.

Bulletin Announcement Forms are located in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all
bulletin announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in
the bulletin.

Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available
in the library for anyone to read.
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FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT ” ta kl n g-l-

A time for new beginnings. Y , o fa ith
DAILY BIBLE READINGS h 0 m e

These passages are related to the
Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday John 12:20-33 The hour has come

Monday Jeremiah 31:31-34 A new covenant from God
Tuesday Hebrews 5:5-10 Jesus as high priest
Wednesday 2 Corinthians 3:5-18 Ministers of the new covenant
Thursday Nehemiah 1:5-11 Nehemiah prays for his people
Friday Hebrews 8:6-13 A better covenant

Saturday Psalm 51:1-12 A prayer for cleansing

Sunday Mark 14:1—-15:47 The passion of Jesus

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

But this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the
LORD: I will put my law within them and | will write it on their hearts; and | will be their
God, and they shall be my people. Jeremiah 31:33 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:

God of new beginnings, help us to face our shortcomings knowing that you promise to be
our God and that we are your people through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, with this food restore our bodies as your promise of love and care for us
restores our hearts. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May God create in you a clean heart through Christ Jesus our Savior and Lord.

CARING CONVERSATIONS
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e Think or tell about a time you failed at something.
e Failure is a part of life, but when we learn from our mistakes, it is not a total
failure, but a learning moment. When have you learned from your mistakes?
e The Bible is filled with mistakes by God’s people, yet God refuses to give up on us.
What does that say about the God who reaches out to us through Jesus?



HYMN OF THE WEEK

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less o ta ki N g-I-

faith
DEVOTIONS h ome

Read: Jeremiah 31:31-34.

Jeremiah is speaking to a people who are either in exile in Babylon or about to be
conquered and sent to Babylon. The northern kingdom of Israel had already fallen to the
Assyrians well over a hundred years before. Now the southern kingdom of Judah is
doomed. The people have been unfaithful and God’s promises to Abraham, Moses, and
David seem to have come to naught. But Jeremiah prophesies, “Not so.” God promises to
find a new way, a new covenant. This passage is about God’s people only because it is
about the God who continues to claim them. God will not give up on the people God
loves. It is the very nature and character of God not to give up on us. God finds a way by
having a new covenant, a new start. What God ordains will happen: we shall be God’s
people and God will be our God. We are not there yet. We are people of the new
covenant, but the prophesy has not happened completely. We still need to be taught, but
the day is coming that God’s promise will be fulfilled. How do you learn about faith in
Christ?

Pray: God of the new covenant, give us faith to trust in your promises and courage to
walk in your ways through Jesus Christ, the one who came to set us free. Amen.

SERVICE

Psalm 51 is a prayer for cleansing and pardon. Christian prison ministries reach out to
inmates with the love and hope of Jesus Christ. There are many who care for the children
and families of prisoners and lead Bible studies and prayer with the prisoners. Pray for
those who work with inmates and their families this week.

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

This is our fifth week suggesting the discipline of using the Daily Bible Readings. At the
core of new beginnings for Christians is the work of God revealed from the cross and in
the Bible. Begin each day’s reading by reciting Psalm 51:10: “Create in me a clean heart, O
God, and put a new and right spirit within me.” Say the Prayer for the Week after each
reading, add your own prayers, and end by saying: Remember that you are God’s, and to
God you shall return.
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