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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, 

seeks to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News 

boldly and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with 

all creation." 
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March 7, 2021 

Third Sunday in Lent 

 

The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s history: the 

gift of the law to those God freed from slavery. The commandments begin with the 

statement that because God alone has freed us from the powers that oppressed us, we are 

to let nothing else claim first place in our lives. When Jesus throws the merchants out of 

the temple, he is defending the worship of God alone and rejecting the ways commerce 

and profit-making can become our gods. The Ten Commandments are essential to our 

baptismal call: centered first in God’s liberating love, we strive to live out justice and 

mercy in our communities and the world. 

 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the keeper of the covenant, 

the source of steadfast love, 

our rock and our redeemer. 

Amen. 

 

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who 

is full of compassion. 

 

Fountain of living water, 

pour out your mercy over us. 

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 

Rebuild what we have ruined 

and mend what we have torn. 

Wash us in your cleansing flood. 

Make us alive in the Spirit 

to follow in the way of Jesus, 

as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 

Amen. 

 

Beloved, God’s word never fails. 

The promise rests on grace: 

by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 

the wisdom and power of God, 

your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 

Journey in the way of Jesus. 

Amen. 



GATHERING SONG In the Cross of Christ I Glory (ELW 324) 

 

 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

KYRIE  

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act 

courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom 

that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Exodus 20:1-17 

A reading from Exodus. 

 

After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where God teaches them 

how to live in community. The Ten Commandments proclaim that God alone is worthy of 

worship. Flowing from God, the life of the community flourishes when based on honesty, 

trust, fidelity, and respect for life, family, and property. 

1God spoke all these words: 

  2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 

of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 

  4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in 

heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You 

shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, 

punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of 

those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who 

love me and keep my commandments. 

  7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will 

not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 

  8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your 

work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any 

work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the 

alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, 

and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath 

day and consecrated it. 

  12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the 

LORD your God is giving you. 

  13You shall not murder. 

  14You shall not commit adultery. 

  15You shall not steal. 

  16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

  17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, 

or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



PSALM: Psalm 19 

(Read responsively between lector and congregation, beginning with the lector) 

 

 1The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God, 

  and the sky proclaims its | maker’s handiwork. 

 2One day tells its tale | to another, and one night imparts knowledge | to another. 

 3Although they have no | words or language, and their voices | are not heard, 

 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends | of the  

world, where God has pitched a tent | for the sun. 

 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out | of his chamber; 

  it rejoices like a champion to | run its course. 

 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of | it 

again; nothing is hidden from its | burning heat.  

 7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and re- | vives the soul; 

  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to | the simple. 

 8The statutes of the LORD are just and re- | joice the heart; 

  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light | to the eyes. 

 9The fear of the LORD is clean and en- | dures forever; 

  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous | altogether. 

 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine gold, 

  sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb.  

 11By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened, 

 and in keeping them there is | great reward. 

 12Who can detect one’s | own offenses? 

 Cleanse me from my | secret faults. 

 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion | over 

me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a | great offense. 

 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable | in 

your sight, 

  O LORD, my strength and | my redeemer.  

 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

 

The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it claims that 

God is mostly revealed in weakness, humiliation, and death. But through such divine 

foolishness and weakness, God is working to save us. The center of Paul’s preaching is 

Christ crucified. 

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the 

wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 

not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the 



world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 

proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 

wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 

Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 

and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 

weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205) 

 

GOSPEL: John 2:13-22 

 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the temple. 

When challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of his own death and 

resurrection. In the midst of a seemingly stable religious center, Jesus suggests that the 

center itself has changed. 

13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he 

found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their 

tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep 

and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their 

tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop 

making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, 

“Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you 

show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 

will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-

six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of 

his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said 

this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 



SERMON                       PASTOR BILL 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Canticle of the Turning (ELW 723) 

 
Reprinted under OneLicense #A-719004.  All rights reserved. 



Please stand if you are able. 

 

Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed. 

 

 

CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   (please respond) 

P: Hear us, O God.  C: Your mercy is great. 
 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OFFERTORY 

 

 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Faithful God, 

you walk beside us in desert places, 

and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. 

Accompany us in this meal, 

that we may pass over from death to life 

with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 



PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 



LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Jesus draws the whole world to himself. 

Come to this meal and be fed. 

 

COMMUNION 

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher, maintaining 

your distance and keeping your mask on.  Move your mask to eat the bread and drink the 

wine.  Please place your empty communion cup in the basket.  Return to your seat with 

your mask on.  

 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen.  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

God of steadfast love, 

at this table you gather your people 

into one body for the sake of the world. 

Send us in the power of your Spirit, 

that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 



BLESSING 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG Lift High the Cross (ELW 660) 

 
Used By Permission.  CCLI #11066173 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 



SERVING TODAY 

 
Pastor ......................................................................................................... Rev. Bill Nienstedt 

     Home Phone Number ....................................................................... 717-264-3757 

     Email Address .................................................................... Pastor@solomonslutheran.org  

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org  

Organist .......................................................................................................... Doug Mummert 

Head Usher ............................................................................................................... Sam Mull 

Acolyte ............................................................................................................ Aaron Shreiner 

Lector ........................................................................................................................ Sam Mull 

Securing Offering ........................................................................ Becky Mull & Phil Johnson 

Communion Set-Up................................................................................. Jerry & Ilona Laney 

Communion Clean-Up ............................................................................ Jerry & Ilona Laney 

Bread Cubes ................................................................................................. Frances Reichard 

Attendance last Sunday ........................................................................................................ 45 

 

 

Stewardship Thought - Third Sunday in Lent, March 7, 2021 

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male 

or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. – Exodus 20:17 

 

In the last five commandments, God commands what not to do, expecting us to do the opposite 

in grateful response to divine abundance. Instead of coveting what others have, we are to 

cultivate a spirit of generosity that helps us love and serve our neighbors—to go the second 

mile. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The altar flowers this morning are offered to the Glory of the Lord given by Sam & Becky 

Mull. 

 

Welcome Visitors!  We welcome you to our worship service.  We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing.  If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher.  We 

invite you to worship with us again! 

 

2021 Altar Flowers Chart—Kimberly will not be posting the new altar flowers chart as 

usual.  INSTEAD, please call her to reserve your special Sunday! Flowers will now be 

purchased from Royer’s Florist in Chambersburg. Please note the price will change to 

$35.  For the price of two flower arrangements, you can give glory to God with the beauty 

of His creation on the altar; commemorate a loved one; and if you choose, have your flowers 

given to someone who is homebound or recovering from surgery or illness.  
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Prayer requests for the following persons…Terry Fell, Tom Black, Phyllis Foreman, Mary 

Ellen Bower, April Hughes, Larry Lehman, Jere Brehm, Lee Locke, Jennifer Haughie, Bud 

Armstrong, Gertie Reichard, Joyce Wildeson, Manny Negron, Jerry and Peggy Tyson, Sue 

Ressler, Dee Dee Fox, Jody Swartz, Quentin, Linda Small Naus, Barbara Socks, Denise 

Bowen, Sylvia Wenger, Patsy Wagner, Anne English, Millie Kulkusky, Jackson, Bonnie 

Hudson. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire.  Note: At the beginning 

of each month, the Prayer Request List will start anew.  If you would like to remain listed 

on the next month’s list, or if you would like to have your name removed from the list before 

the end of the month, please call the office. 

 

Spring Fun Night - Saturday March 27, 2021 in SFC 6pm - 8pm.  Prepackaged Menu:  Ham 

Sandwiches, Fruit Cup, Chips, Cookies & Drink.  We will be making: Pretzel Hug and 

Painted Rocks.  Contact Janice McEntire at 717-264-3702 if you're planning on attending. 

 

The Our Daily Bread devotionals for April/May/June are available in the pamphlet rack.  

 

Lenten Midweek Bible Study: I invite you to join us for a Zoom video midweek Lenten 

Bible Series entitled Created for Community, each Wednesday in Lent at 6:30 pm. Using 

readings from Mark’s gospel, this series invites us to reflect on what it means to be 

community with one another, with the world, with creation, and with God. On Wednesday, 

March 10, we will study Mark 2:1-12, the story of the paralyzed man brought to Jesus, 

highlights the way in which it takes a community to care for one another.  Please check your 

email for the Zoom link, call the office, or email Pastor Bill for the link. 
 

Relief for Storm Victims: Lutheran Disaster Response is collaborating with the Texas-

Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod, the Southwestern Texas Synod, the Northern Texas-Northern 

Louisiana Synod, and Lutheran Social Services Disaster Response. Congregations are 

already conducting relief efforts such as supplying water, food and generators to those in 

need and opening their doors to serve as shelters. Long-term recovery may include repairing 

water-damaged homes, disaster case management and supporting vulnerable populations. 

Please consider giving to Lutheran Disaster Response to aid in this effort. 100% of your 

donation will go to aid. Make your gift out to Solomon’s Lutheran Church and note on your 

gift “US Severe Storms.” Place your gift in the offering plate or send to the office. Thank 

you for your generosity. 

 

If you would like to sign up for altar flowers during the month of April, Sunday, 4/18 is 

still available.  Please email or call Kimberly (office@solomonslutheran.org / 717 267-

2266). 

 

Annual Reports and 2021 Member Directories: Will be available on Sundays during 

worship and available for pick-up in the Fellowship Center during office hours—Monday-

Friday, 9:00 am-1:00 pm.  Note that annual reports will not be mailed but will be available 

by email. 
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Thank you to Solomon’s members who graciously contribute to the church via their IRA. 

Please note, however, that your financial institution may not always indicate the name of the 

contributor on the check. Please contact Janice McEntire at 717 264-3702 if you wish to 

have your semi-annual or year-end statements reflect your contribution.  

 

If you need to email Kimberly please continue to use office@solomonslutheran.org or 

kimberly@solomonslutheran.org. Thank you! 

 

Power Packs: The need for nutritious food for New Franklin Elementary School students 

in need is an on-going project.  Please consider donating individual serving size fruit and 

vegetable cups. See Pastor Bill if you would like to give a monetary donation. 

 

Bulletin Announcement Forms are located in both pamphlet racks.  Please submit all 

bulletin announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in 

the bulletin. 

 

Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available 

in the library for anyone to read. 
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MARCH 7, 2021  
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT  

God’s glory, God’s handiwork, is awesome. 

  
 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

Sunday  John 2:13-22  Jesus cleanses the temple  
Monday  Exodus 20:1-17  The Ten Commandments  
Tuesday  1 Corinthians 1:18-25  Christ crucified  
Wednesday  Genesis 1:27-31  God created humankind  
Thursday  Mathew 6:25-33  God cares for you  
Friday  Job 12:7-10  Even the animals will teach you  
Saturday  Psalm 19  God is creator and gives the law  
Sunday  John 3:14-21  God so loved the world  
 
  

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O LORD, 
my rock and my redeemer. Psalm 19:14 (NRSV)  
  
PRAYERS AND BLESSING  
A Prayer for the Week:  
Awesome God, your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom and your weakness is 
stronger than our own might. Give us humility and thanksgiving for your saving grace 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. (1 Corinthians 1:25)  
 
Mealtime Prayer:  
For life and health and every good, we give you thanks, O Lord. Amen. (Traditional table 
grace song)  
 
A Blessing to Give:  
May the God who raised Jesus from the dead enliven your heart with joy. 

  
CARING CONVERSATIONS  
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:  

• Describe a time when you experienced great joy.  

• In what ways is the Christian life an experience to enjoy?  

• What are some words you would use to describe the majesty of God?  

 



HYMN OF THE WEEK 
For the Beauty of the Earth 
 
  

DEVOTIONS  
Read: Psalm 19. 
  
The psalmist focuses on two ways to experience God’s awesomeness: the sun as part of 
creation and the law that guides God’s people. The first focuses on the power of creation 
to preach of God’s glory throughout the universe. A sunrise shouts God’s presence and 
glory. Creation communicates God’s power, and, yet, no human hears it. The law also 
speaks in ways that communicates God’s glory and goodness. The law is perfection itself, 
is sweeter than honey, and revives the soul. It is conveyed through many synonyms: 
decrees, precepts, commandments, and ordinances. Through God’s guidance for 
humanity there is rejoicing, beauty, desire and great benefit for all. This psalm uses 
poetry to communicate what is finally indescribable: God’s goodness that renews us each 
day with wisdom and joy. God’s glory turns us from being rude and arrogant to 
celebrating with humility the awesomeness of God. The psalmist is not so much teaching 
but delighting the soul so that we experience and enjoy God’s handiwork that is filled 
with beauty, power, and awe. How do you experience God’s creation? How do you 
express that sense of awe and wonder?  
 
Pray: God of glory, we thank you for your goodness; help us to express our joy and 
delight in your presence through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
  
SERVICE  
The Ten Commandments listed in Exodus 20 give us a set of rules to help us understand 
how to live with others. Like the rules we have in our home, school, or elsewhere, they 
free us to live a good life and teach us how to be thoughtful and kind to others through 
our actions and our words. What act of kindness can you do for someone this week?  
  
RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
In the Gospel of John, the cleansing of the temple has an emphasis on Jesus as the temple 

of God, the very place to worship, see, and experience God in the world. We worship God 

in our congregations and in our daily lives. Where Christ is present in faith, your home is 

church, too, because God in Christ dwells with you. Keep this in mind as you do your Daily 

Bible Readings this week. Say the Prayer for the Week and add your own prayers. End the 

time by saying: Remember that you are God’s, and to God you shall return. 
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