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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, 

seeks to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News 

boldly and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with 

all creation." 
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Transfiguration of Our Lord 

 

 

The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three disciples’ 

vision of his transfiguration. In Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus sees 

the Spirit descending and hears the words from heaven. But now Jesus’ three closest 

friends hear the same words naming him God’s Beloved. As believers, Paul writes, we are 

enabled to see the God-light in Jesus’ face, because the same God who created light in the 

first place has shone in our hearts to give us that vision. The light of God’s glory in Jesus 

has enlightened us through baptism and shines in us also for others to see. 

 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose voice is upon the waters, 

whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 

whose goodness cascades over all creation. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

 

Holy God, 

you search us and know us. 

You are acquainted with all our ways. 

We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— 

our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 

We turn inward, failing to follow 

your outward way of love. 

We distrust those who are not like us. 

We exploit the earth and its resources 

and fail to consider generations to come. 

Forgive us, gracious God, 

for all we have done and left undone. 

Even before the words are on our tongues, 

you know them; 

receive them in your divine mercy. 

Amen. 

 

 



How vast is God’s grace! 

Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, 

our sins are washed away 

and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. 

Indeed, we are forgiven. 

In the wake of God’s forgiveness, 

we are called to be the beloved community 

living out Christ’s justice 

and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

GATHERING SONG How Good, Lord, to Be Here! (ELW 315) 

 
 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KYRIE 

 
 

 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE Christ, Be Our Light 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into 

our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your 

image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 



FIRST READING: 2 Kings 2:1-12 

 

A reading from 2 Kings. 

 

Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to 

Elisha. Their travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where 

Moses died) and the parting of the waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are 

legitimate successors of the great prophet Moses. 

1Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and 

Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has 

sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I 

will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in 

Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take 

your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 

  4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he 

said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to 

Jericho. 5The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to 

him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he 

answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” 

  6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he 

said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of 

them went on. 7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some 

distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle 

and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, 

until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 

  9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I 

am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10He 

responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, 

it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and talking, a 

chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a 

whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots 

of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own 

clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PSALM: Psalm 50:1-6 

(Read responsively between lector and congregation, beginning with the lector)  

 

 1The mighty one, God the | LORD, has spoken; 

  calling the earth from the rising of the sun | to its setting. 

 2Out of Zion, perfect | in its beauty, 

  God shines | forth in glory.  

 3Our God will come and will | not keep silence; 

  with a consuming flame before, and round about a | raging storm. 

 4God calls the heavens and the earth | from above 

  to witness the judgment | of the people. 

 5“Gather before me my | loyal followers, 

  those who have made a covenant with me and sealed | it with sacrifice.” 

 6The heavens declare the rightness | of God’s cause, 

  for it is God | who is judge.  

 

 

 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

 

A reading from 2 Corinthians. 

 

The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Just as God made light shine at creation, God makes the light of Jesus 

Christ shine in our lives through Christian ministry. 

3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god 

of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light 

of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not proclaim 

ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 
6For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts 

to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 9:2-9 

 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent 

to Jesus’ followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of 

God’s glory manifest in the beloved Son. 

2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 

mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes 

became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to 

them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it 

is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one 

for Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud 

overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; 

listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, 

but only Jesus. 

 

  9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what 

they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

  

SERMON   Pastor Bill 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY Beautiful Savior (ELW 838) 

 

 

 

Please stand if you are able.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

 

CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond) 

P: let us pray.  C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OFFERTORY 

 
 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

O God, 

receive these gifts as you receive us: 

like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide. 

Nourish us anew in your tender care, 

and empower us in faithful service 

to tend to others with this same love, 

through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who, sharing our life, lived among us to reveal your glory and love, 

that our darkness should give way to your own brilliant light. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. 

Come and be fed. 

 

 

COMMUNION 

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher, maintaining 

your distance and keeping your mask on.  Move your mask to eat the bread and drink the 

wine.  Please place your empty communion cup in the basket.  Return to your seat with 

your mask on. 

 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen.  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Christ Jesus, 

at this table we have feasted on your very life 

and are strengthened for our journey. 

Send us forth from this banquet 

nourished in body and in spirit 

to proclaim your good news 

and serve others in your name. 

Amen. 



BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG Shine, Jesus, Shine (ELW 671) 

 
 



DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, #A-

719004.  All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

SERVING TODAY 

 
Pastor ......................................................................................................... Rev. Bill Nienstedt 

     Home Phone Number ....................................................................... 717-264-3757 

     Email Address .................................................................... Pastor@solomonslutheran.org  

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org  

Organist .......................................................................................................... Doug Mummert 

Head Usher ............................................................................................................... Sam Mull 

Acolyte ..........................................................................................................Rebekah Aldrich 

Lector .......................................................................................................... Bonney Coldsmith 

Securing Offering ....................................................................Margie Dale & Bernard Harris 

Communion Set-Up.............................................................................................. Margie Dale 

Communion Clean-Up ......................................................................................... Margie Dale 

Bread Cubes ......................................................................................................... Margie Dale 

Attendance last Sunday ........................................................................................................ 26 

 

 

Stewardship Thought - February 14, 2021 (Transfiguration Sunday, Year B) 

“For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as 

your slaves for Jesus’ sake.” – 2 Corinthians 4:5  

 

Like the Apostle Paul, we sometimes need to remind ourselves and others that what we do 

as disciples isn’t about us but about the crucified and risen Christ. Following Jesus makes 

us responsible toward and accountable to both God and neighbor.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God and in loving memory of J. 

Austin & Nellie Hess and Mary Armstrong given by Susie, Sally & Randy, and their 

families. 

 

Welcome Visitors!  We welcome you to our worship service.  We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing.  If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher.  We 

invite you to worship with us again! 

 

2021 Altar Flowers Chart—Kimberly will not be posting the new altar flowers chart as 

usual.  INSTEAD, please call her to reserve your special Sunday! Flowers will now be 

purchased from Royer’s Florist in Chambersburg. Please note the price will change to 

$35.  For the price of two flower arrangements, you can give glory to God with the beauty 

of His creation on the altar; commemorate a loved one; and if you choose, have your flowers 

given to someone who is homebound or recovering from surgery or illness.  

 

Prayer requests for the following persons Larry Lehman, Jere Brehm, Lee Locke, Jennifer 

Haughie, Bud Armstrong, Gertie Reichard, Joyce Wildeson, Manny Negron, Jerry and 

Peggy Tyson, Sue Ressler, Eva Stahl, Clayton Schwartz and the Quincy Village Residents, 

Amos Egolf, Dee Dee Fox, Jody Swartz, Quentin, Linda Small Naus, Barbara Socks, Denise 

Bowen, Jack Hess, Sylvia Wenger, Patsy Wagner, Anne English, Millie Kulkusky, Jackson, 

Bonnie Hudson.  If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire.  Note: At the 

beginning of each month, the Prayer Request List will start anew.  If you would like to 

remain listed on the next month’s list, or if you would like to have your name removed from 

the list before the end of the month, please call the office. 

 

Lenten Devotional is in the narthex if you want to pick up one. 

 

Notice of Congregational Meeting: The annual congregation meeting will be held 

immediately following worship on Sunday, February 28, 2021. All voting members are 

encouraged to attend. We are hoping to be able to have a Zoom video of the meeting as well. 

A link will be provided before the meeting. In addition to a review of the 2020 Annual 

Report, we will review and approve the 2021 budget, elect new council members, and review 

a proposal for new carpet in the sanctuary. 

Ash Wednesday Worship Opportunities: We will have a live worship service in the 

sanctuary on Ash Wednesday at 7:00 pm. All safety protocols will be in place and there will 

be a method to self-impose ashes. In addition, the service will be uploaded to the church 

YouTube channel later that evening. You may also follow the Ash Wednesday from Home 

liturgy in your own home. Dried palm leaves are available for pick-up in the Fellowship 

Center after worship on Sunday and during office hours next week—9:00 am-1:00 pm. 

Directions for making your own ashes are included in the home worship liturgy. 



Annual Reports and 2021 Member Directories: Will be available on Sundays during 

worship and available for pick-up in the Fellowship Center during office hours—Monday-

Friday, 9:00 am-1:00 pm. Note that annual reports will not be mailed but will be available 

by email. 

Lenten Special Offering: The special Lenten offering will go to the Maranatha Food Pantry 

in Chambersburg. You may place your offering in the plate on Sunday or send your offering 

to the church office. Be sure to mark your gift “Lent Offering”. 

Thank you to Solomon’s members who graciously contribute to the church via their IRA. 

Please note, however, that your financial institution may not always indicate the name of the 

contributor on the check. Please contact Janice McEntire at 717 264-3702 if you wish to 

have your semi-annual or year-end statements reflect your contribution.  

If you need to email Kimberly please continue to use office@solomonslutheran.org or 

kimberly@solomonslutheran.org. Thank you! 

 

Glossy Magazines - The magazine recycling company’s processing equipment for the 

Ronald McDonald House has been damaged and is in need of repair.  Due to the pandemic, 

the repair is not possible for the foreseeable future; therefore, we are not collecting glossy 

magazines at this time. 

 

Power Packs: With school back in session, the Power Packs program has now resumed. 

Currently, eight families have been identified at New Franklin Elementary School in need 

of food assistance. You can donate vegetable or fruit cups like last year. Donations of cash 

are also welcome if you are unable to shop or attend church due to the pandemic. 

 

Bulletin Announcement Forms are located in both pamphlet racks.  Please submit all 

bulletin announcements to by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the 

bulletin. 

 

Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available 

in the library for anyone to read. 
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FEBRUARY 14, 2021  
TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD  
  
Listen to Jesus, the Beloved. 

 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

Sunday  Mark 9:2-9  Transfiguration of Jesus  
Monday  2 Kings 2:1-12  Elijah is taken into heaven  
Tuesday  2 Corinthians 4:3-6  Proclaiming Jesus as Lord  
Wednesday  Psalm 51  A prayer for forgiveness  
Thursday  Genesis 3:17-19  You are dust  
Friday  James 1:19-25  Hearing and doing the word  
Saturday  Psalm 50:1-6  God shines brightly  
Sunday  Mark 1:9-15  Temptation of Jesus  
  

 
SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved; listen to him!” Mark 9:7 (NRSV)  
 
  
PRAYERS AND BLESSING  
A Prayer for the Week:  
God of heavenly glory, like Peter, James, and John, may we see glimpses of your radiance 
and be encouraged for our life of faith in your Beloved Son. Amen.  
 
Mealtime Prayer:  
God of abundance, we thank you for this food, a beautiful sign of your loving presence 
and care for us through Christ Jesus, your Beloved Son. Amen.  
 
A Blessing to Give:  
May the God of glory and the Beloved Son of God shine brightly on you today. 

 
  

CARING CONVERSATIONS  
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:  

• Tell or think about an experience that reminded you of God’s loving presence.  

• When something wonderful happens, do you relate it to your faith? Why or why not?  

• How do you think the transfiguration of Jesus made a difference for his disciples?  



 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Shine, Jesus, Shine 

 
  

DEVOTIONS  
Read: Mark 9:2-9. 
  
Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration with Moses and Elijah present is a heavenly 
moment as Jesus and his disciples make their way to Jerusalem, Golgotha, and the empty 
tomb. And, perhaps, that is what is so valuable and instructive about it. Jesus is headed to 
rejection, persecution, and a painful and shameful death. In our daily life as sojourners on 
earth and followers of Jesus, we, too know suffering of various kinds. We need—yes, 
perhaps even Jesus needed—a reminder that the road of life leads not just to suffering 
and death but to the fulfillment of God’s promise of life and salvation. The heavenly voice 
that spoke at Jesus’ baptism speaks again about Jesus as God’s Beloved Son. What is 
added here is the critical admonition to listen to Jesus. In both Hebrew and Greek, to 
listen conveys the element of obedience. You listen to the one you are willing to obey, 
and the one you obey you hear with full attention. As we follow our crucified Lord 
through life, let us pay attention, listen closely, and seek faithful obedience to Jesus, the 
one who bestows on us God’s heavenly glory. How do you listen closely to Jesus?  
Pray: Almighty and everlasting God, may we see glimpses of your glory that day by day 

we may listen and obey our Lord Jesus Christ with faith and confidence. Amen. 

 
  

SERVICE  
In 2 Kings 2:1-12 God passes Elijah’s mantle to Elisha. In the Bible God routinely passes on 

leadership from one person to another, like Abraham to Isaac, Jacob to Joseph, Moses to 

Joshua, and Elijah to Elisha. Who is someone you can encourage and support as a leader 

and servant of God this week? 

  

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
This is Transfiguration Sunday. Jesus’ clothes became dazzling white. This was an amazing 

experience for the disciples. Think or talk about experiences you have had where you felt 

close to God. They are sacred moments. Spend time this week reading the Bible and 

reflecting on God’s word. If you have children, use a children’s storybook Bible. 
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