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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, 

seeks to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News 

boldly and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with 

all creation." 
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Third Sunday after Epiphany 

 

 

As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us 

the implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins 

proclaiming the good news and calling people to repentance right after John the Baptist is 

arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that John was later executed, we see at 

the very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything they 

have known and worked for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people. 

 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose voice is upon the waters, 

whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 

whose goodness cascades over all creation. 

Amen. 

 

 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

 

Holy God, 

you search us and know us. 

You are acquainted with all our ways. 

We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— 

our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 

We turn inward, failing to follow 

your outward way of love. 

We distrust those who are not like us. 

We exploit the earth and its resources 

and fail to consider generations to come. 

Forgive us, gracious God, 

for all we have done and left undone. 

Even before the words are on our tongues, 

you know them; 

receive them in your divine mercy. 

Amen. 

 

 



How vast is God’s grace! 

Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, 

our sins are washed away 

and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. 

Indeed, we are forgiven. 

In the wake of God’s forgiveness, 

we are called to be the beloved community 

living out Christ’s justice 

and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING SONG We Are Called (ELW 720) 

 

 
 

 

 



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

KYRIE 

 
 

 

 

 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE Christ, Be Our Light 

 

 
Reprinted under OneLicense #A-719004.  All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us 

by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

 

A reading from Jonah. 

 

The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence 

message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of 

Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question “On 

whom should God have mercy?” 

1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that 

great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to 

Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, 

a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he 

cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of 

Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on 

sackcloth. 

  10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his 

mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PSALM: Psalm 62:5-12 

(Read responsively between men and women, beginning with the men)  

 

 

 5For God alone I | wait in silence; 

  truly, my hope | is in God. 

 6God alone is my rock and | my salvation, 

  my stronghold, so that I shall nev- | er be shaken. 

 7In God is my deliverance | and my honor; 

  God is my strong rock | and my refuge. 

 8Put your trust in God al- | ways, O people, 

  pour out your hearts before the one who | is our refuge.  

 9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate can- | not be trusted. 

  Placed on the scales together they weigh even less | than a breath. 

 10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no | empty pride; 

  though wealth increase, set not your | heart upon it. 

 11God has spoken once, twice | have I heard it, 

  that power be- | longs to God. 

 12Steadfast love belongs to | you, O Lord, 

  for you repay all according | to their deeds.  

 

 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

 

Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, 

however, want Christians to live in the present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, 

which even now has dawned through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those 

who have wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were 

not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy 

as though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had 

no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 1:14-20 

 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the 

gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will 

respond with repentance and faith. 

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 
15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 

believe in the good news.” 

 

  16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 

casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me 

and I will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed 

him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who 

were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their 

father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON   Pastor Bill 

 

  

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus Calls Us; o'er the Tumult (ELW 696) 

 
 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

 

CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (please respond) 

P: let us pray.  C: Have mercy, O God. 

 

 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

OFFERTORY In the Bleak Midwinter 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

O God, 

receive these gifts as you receive us: 

like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide. 

Nourish us anew in your tender care, 

and empower us in faithful service 

to tend to others with this same love, 

through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life 

with the words of your Son.  Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, 

and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.  Amen.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING SONG We Are Marching in the Light: Siyahamba (ELW 866) 

 
 



DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, #A-

719004.  All rights reserved. 

 

 

SERVING TODAY 

 
Pastor ......................................................................................................... Rev. Bill Nienstedt 

     Home Phone Number ....................................................................... 717-264-3757 

     Email Address .................................................................... Pastor@solomonslutheran.org  

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org  

Organist .......................................................................................................... Doug Mummert 

Head Usher ........................................................................................................... Margie Dale 

Acolyte ..........................................................................................................Rebekah Aldrich 

Lector ................................................................................................................ Katy Nienstedt 

Attendance last Sunday ........................................................................................................ 29 

 

 

Stewardship Thought - January 24, 2021 (Third Sunday after Epiphany, Year B) 

And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” – 

Mark 1:17 

Are you ready for a new kind of wellness routine in 2021? Jesus calls all of us to follow    

him and become fishers of people.  It’s a new kind of exercise with eternal benefits where 

we become Christ’s hands, feet, eyes, and heart in this world. Get ready for a real 

workout Jesus‐style! 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God and in loving honor of Kristy 

Nienstedt’s mother Joan Likeness for her birthday given by the Nienstedt family. 

 

Welcome Visitors!  We welcome you to our worship service.  We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing.  If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher.  We 

invite you to worship with us again! 

mailto:Pastor@solomonslutheran.org
mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org


2021 Altar Flowers Chart—Kimberly will not be posting the new altar flowers chart as 

usual.  INSTEAD, please call her to reserve your special Sunday! Flowers will now be 

purchased from Royer’s Florist in Chambersburg. Please note the price will change to 

$35.  For the price of two flower arrangements, you can give glory to God with the beauty 

of His creation on the altar; commemorate a loved one; and if you choose, have your flowers 

given to someone who is homebound or recovering from surgery or illness.  

 

Prayer requests for the following persons: Lee Locke, Jennifer Haughie, Bud Armstrong, 

Connie Bikle, Gertie Reichard, Joyce Wildeson, Manny Negron, Jerry and Peggy Tyson, 

Sue Ressler, Eva Stahl, Clayton Schwartz and the Quincy Village Residents, Amos Egolf, 

Dee Dee Fox, Jody Swartz, Quentin, Linda Small Naus, Barbara Socks, Denise Bowen, 

Jack Hess, Sylvia Wenger, Patsy Wagner, Anne English, Millie Kulkusky, Jackson, Bonnie 

Hudson. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire.  Note: At the 

beginning of each month, the Prayer Request List will start anew.  If you would like to 

remain listed on the next month’s list, or if you would like to have your name removed 

from the list before the end of the month, please call the office. 

 

Youth Outreach Project - Saturday, February 13, 2021 from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.  Ice 

cream sundaes, pretzels and chips will be served.  Parents are welcome to attend and work 

with the youth.  Please contact Janice at 717 264-3702 if you are planning on attending. 

 

The January issue of LivingLutheran is available in the pamphlet rack.  Take one along 

home to read. 

 

Glossy Magazines - The magazine recycling company’s processing equipment for the 

Ronald McDonald House has been damaged and is in need of repair.  Due to the pandemic, 

the repair is not possible for the foreseeable future; therefore, we are not collecting glossy 

magazines at this time. 

 

Power Packs: With school back in session, the Power Packs program has now resumed. 

Currently, eight families have been identified at New Franklin Elementary School in need 

of food assistance. You can donate vegetable or fruit cups like last year. Donations of cash 

are also welcome if you are unable to shop or attend church due to the pandemic. 

 

Bulletin Announcement Forms are located in both pamphlet racks.  Please submit all 

bulletin announcements to by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the 

bulletin. 

 

Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available 

in the library for anyone to read. 

 
 
 
 



JANUARY 24, 2021  
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

 

There is peace in waiting for God. 

 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

 
Sunday  Mark 1:14-20  Jesus calls the first disciples  
Monday  Jonah 3:1-5, 10  Jonah goes to Nineveh  
Tuesday  1 Corinthians 7:29-35  Live without anxiety  
Wednesday  Philippians 4:4-7  Paul encourages his co-workers  
Thursday  Isaiah 40:26-31  The Lord gives strength  
Friday  Joshua 1:1-9  The Lord speaks to Joshua  
Saturday  Psalm 62:5-12  God is powerful and kind  
Sunday  Mark 1:21-28  Jesus teaches in the synagogue  

 
  
SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
For God alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from him. He alone is my rock and 
my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken.  Psalm 62:5-6 (NRSV)  
  
PRAYERS AND BLESSING  
A Prayer for the Week:  
Dear God, my soul waits for you in silence; let me wait for you with confidence, peace, 
and hope through Jesus Christ. Amen. (Psalm 62:5-6)  
 
Mealtime Prayer:  
In peace we eat this food before us; in faith we receive this food with thanksgiving. 
Amen.  
 
A Blessing to Give:  
May the steadfast love of God be yours as you place your trust in the good news of Jesus 

Christ.  (Psalm 62:12 and Mark 1:14) 

 

 
CARING CONVERSATIONS  
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:  

• What are some things that distract you and lead you to worry?  

• How might God want you to deal with your worries?  

• Why do you think the psalmist encourages us to wait for God’s presence in silence? 
(Psalm 62:5)  

 



HYMN OF THE WEEK  
He Comes to Us As One Unknown 
 
DEVOTIONS  
Read: 1 Corinthians 7:29-35.  
 
The lectionary text ends at verse 31, but without verses 32-35, the heart of Paul’s thought 
can be missed. Paul originally anticipated that Christ’s return would happen in his own 
lifetime. Attention to marital matters, grief over the death of a loved one, concern for 
possessions, and daily schedules and responsibilities detract from the higher attention to 
“devotion to the Lord” (v. 35). What is helpful for us today is to be reminded that routine 
tasks can dominate our thoughts and we can miss the greater joy and calm that is ours 
through Christ. Our lives are finally, not measured by the demands of the day but by the 
steadfast love and faithfulness of God that is shown to us in Christ Jesus our Lord. Yes, be 
responsible for the sake of the love of neighbor, but do not be defined by any 
accomplishments or failures. Be known, understood, and loved as a child of the risen 
Lord. Then we are able to hear the heart of Paul’s message in verse 32: “I want you to be 
free from anxieties.” Be free, be attentive, be faithful, and, of course, experience God’s 
grace, mercy, and peace, not anxiety or fear. Indeed, isn’t this part of what Simon and 
Andrew and James and John experienced when they walked away from the beach to 
follow Jesus in Mark 1:14-20? When have you been able to let go of anxiety because of 
the greater good that God has in store for you?  
 
Pray: God of yesterday, today, and tomorrow, give us peace to see you in the midst of 
all things, and let us be devoted to you through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
SERVICE  
There is much anxiety in people’s lives. Seek out someone you know who is experiencing 
frustrations or worries. Take time to listen to them and offer them a prayer of hope and 
comfort.  
  
RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
Contemplative prayer is a form of prayer that does not ask for specific requests. It is 
simply an openness to God’s presence and what God may want to say to the person 
praying. Cross your arms over your body and breathe in saying: Bless me with peace, O 
Lord. As you exhale say: Thank you for your peace, O Lord. Do this several times and 
then sit in silence until you feel ready to conclude with: Amen. 
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