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December 13, 2020
Third Sunday of Advent

“Rejoice always, ” begins the reading from 1 Thessalonians. Isaiah and the psalmist make
clear that God is turning our mourning into laughter and shouts of joy. “All God’s
children got a robe, ” go the words of a spiritual. It is not so much a stately, formal,
pressed outfit as it is a set of party clothes, clothes we are happy to wear. We receive that
robe in baptism, and in worship we gather for a foretaste of God’s party.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Silence for the lighting of the alter candles

LIGHTING OF THE ALTER CANDLES

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
ADVENT WREATH PRAYER: ADVENT 3

P: We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath

that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.

As we light the candles on this wreath,

strengthen our hearts as we await the Lord’s coming in glory.
Enlighten us with your grace,

that we may serve our neighbors in need.

Grant this through Christ our Lord,

whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.

C: Amen.

Light three candles.

PRAYER BELL RINGS (Pastor rings the pulpit bell twice.)

P: Rejoice always, pray without ceasing.
C: give thanks in all circumstances.

Please stand as you are able for the . ..

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be God, Father, ++ Son, and Holy Spirit,
whose forgiveness is sure

and whose steadfast love endures forever.,
Amen.



Together let us honestly and humbly confess
that we have not lived as God desires.

Loving and forgiving God,
we confess that we are held captive by sin.

In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger;

we have not loved our neighbor;
we have not been Christ to one another.

Restore us, O God.

Wake us up and turn us from our sin.
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.

People of God, hear this glad news:

by God’s endless grace

your sins are forgiven, and you are free—
free from all that holds you back
and free to live in the peaceable realm of God.
May you be strengthened in God’s love,

++ comforted by Christ’s peace,
and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Gathering Song On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry (ELW 249)
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Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621




ADVENT PRAYER

Let us pray.

Stir up our hearts in wonder, O God. May we wear a mantle of praise as we delight
in your gift of salvation, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
A reading from lIsaiah.

Though the people had returned to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon, they continued to face
hardship and oppression. In the language of the jubilee year described in Leviticus 25, the
prophet, moved by the spirit of God, announces deliverance for those who are oppressed
and comfort for those who mourn.
The spirit of the Lord Gob is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
’to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
*to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.
“They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.
®For | the LoRrD love justice,
| hate robbery and wrongdoing;
| will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
“Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed.
91 will greatly rejoice in the LoRD,



my whole being shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
"'For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord Gob will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 126
(Read responsively between men and women, beginning with the men)

"When the LoRD restored the for- | tunes of Zion,
then were we like | those who dream.
“Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with | shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great | things for them.”
*The LoRrD has done great | things for us,
and we are | glad indeed.
*Restore our for- | tunes, O LORD,
like the watercourses | of the Negeb.
*Those who | sowed with tears
will reap with | songs of joy.
*Those who go out weeping, carry- | ing the seed,
will come again with joy, shoulder- | ing their sheaves.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
A reading from 1 Thessalonians.

Paul concludes his letter to the Thessalonians by encouraging them to live lives of
continual joy, prayer, and thanksgiving. The closing blessing is grounded in the hope of
Christ’s coming.

'°Rejoice always, *’pray without ceasing, ‘®give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. “°Do not despise the words
of prophets, “‘but test everything; hold fast to what is good; ““abstain from every form of
evil.



“*May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and
body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. ““The one who
calls you is faithful, and he will do this.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Text: Taizé Comumnily

Music: WAET FOR THE LORD, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Text and music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 5. Mason Ave., Chicago, 1L 60638,
www.glamtisic.com, 804423358, All dghts reserved. Uszed by permission.

Buphcation in any form prohibited without permission or valid Heense from copyright administraton

Reprinted under OneLicense #A-719004. All rights reserved.

GOSPEL: John 1:6-8, 19-28

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

John’s gospel describes Jesus as the “light of the world.” John the Baptist is presented as
a witness to Jesus, one who directs attention away from himself to Christ, the true light.
*There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness to testify
to the light, so that all might believe through him. ®He himself was not the light, but he
came to testify to the light. ““This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, *Who are you?" “°He confessed and did not
deny it, but confessed, "1 am not the Messiah.” **And they asked him, "What then? Are



you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the prophet?" He answered, "No." “’Then they
said to him, "Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say
about yourself?"" “He said,

"I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,

‘Make straight the way of the Lord,™

as the prophet Isaiah said.

““Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. “°They asked him, "Why then are you
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?" “°John answered
them, "I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, ?’the one who
is coming after me; | am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” *This took place in
Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
SERMON  Pastor Bill
HYMN OF THE DAY Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers (ELW 244)
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Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660—1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907
Music: HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG, Swedish folk tune



Please stand as you are able.
Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed.

CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)
P: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please remain standing.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Text: “Sanctus,” tr. English Language Liturgical Consultation
Music: Jay Beech
Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here.
Come, eat and drink.

COMMUNION

Continuous — Please continue down center aisle at direction of the usher, maintaining your
distance and keeping your mask on. Move your mask to eat the bread and drink the wine.
Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Return to your seat with your mask
on.



COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Gracious and abundant God,

you have done great things for us, and we rejoice.
In this bread and cup you give us life forever.

In your boundless mercy, strengthen us

and open our hearts to the world’s needs,

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Hark, the Glad Sound! (ELW 239)
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Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751
Music: CHESTERFIELD, Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820



DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SILENT PRAYER

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, #A-
719004. All rights reserved

SERVING TODAY

Pastor — Rev. Bill Nienstedt
Home Phone Number: 717-264-3757
Email Address: Pastor@solomonslutheran.org
Church Office Email Address: office@solomonslutheran.org
Organist — Doug Mummert
Head Usher — Bonney Coldsmith
Acolyte — Clark Shenberger
Lector — Bonnie Coldsmith
Communion Bread — Margie Dale
Communion Set up — Sam & Becky Mull
Communion Assistant — Bernie Harris
Attendance last Sunday — 26

Stewardship Thought - December 13, 2020 (Third Sunday of Advent, Year B)

“There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify
to the light, so that all might believe through him.”— John 1:6-7

Like John, we are sent as witnesses to testify to the Christ at work in the world. In addition
to preparing our own hearts and minds in Advent, faithful stewards know that the Spirit
gives us the power to share the good news of God among us.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God honor of our 60" wedding
anniversary given by Bill & Lilly Chiado.

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We
invite you to worship with us again!

The Schultz family wishes to thank everyone at Solomn’s for their outpouring of love and
sympathy at the passing of their parents Gerald and Esther Schultz.

2021 Altar Flowers Chart—Kimberly will not be posting the new altar flowers chart as
usual. INSTEAD, please call her to reserve your special Sunday! The price remains the
same as last year: $30. Flowers are purchased from the local florist shop, Everlasting Love.
For the price of two flower arrangements, you can give glory to God with the beauty of His
creation on the altar; commemorate a loved one; and if you choose, have your flowers given
to someone who is homebound or recovering from surgery or illness.

Prayer requests for the following persons: Jerry and Peggy Tyson, Eva Stahl, David
McEntire, Clayton Schwartz and the Quincy Village Residents, Amos Egolf, Dee Dee Fox,
Jody Swartz, Quentin, Joan and David Likeness, Linda Small Naus, Nancy Marshall, Lee
Locke, Barbara Socks, Darrell Veilleux, Denise Bowen, Jack Hess, Sylvia Wenger, Patsy
Wagner, Anne English, Bill Sellers, Millie Kulkusky, Karen Sanders, Jackson, Bonnie
Hudson If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire. Note: At the
beginning of each month, the Prayer Request List will start anew. If you would like to
remain listed on the next month’s list, or if you would like to have your name removed
from the list before the end of the month, please call the office.

Every January a new church directory listing the names, phone numbers, and addresses
of all Solomon’s members is published by the church office. If your contact information has
changed since publication of the 2020 directory, please let Kimberly know by December
13th.

Kindly submit any information you would like included for the January 2021 newsletter
to Kimberly by December 16™ at office@solomonslutheran.org.

Power Packs: With school back in session, the Power Packs program has now resumed.
Currently, eight families have been identified at New Franklin Elementary School in need
of food assistance. You can donate vegetable or fruit cups like last year. Donations of cash
are also welcome if you are unable to shop or attend church due to the pandemic.

Congregation Council will meet on Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. in the fellowship center.



Candy Fundraiser-- We do have some candy left to sell so please call Zoe at 717-267-1777
(home) or 717-264-9598 (work). You can also call Kimberly at the Church Office: 717-
267-2266.

Poinsettias will be in the church on December 24. If you will not be attending church on
Dec 24, you can make arrangements to pick up your flowers by calling the church office.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Service
Thursday, December 24"
Worship with Holy Communion at 7:30 p.m.
**Please note that while we are planning to hold Christmas Eve Candlelight
Worship,
the uncertainty of the pandemic means there is a possibility plans could change.

Bulletin Announcement Forms are located in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all
bulletin announcements to by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the
bulletin.

Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available
in the library for anyone to read.
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday
Sunday John 1:6-8, 19-28 John’s witness to the light
Monday Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 Good news of deliverance
Tuesday 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 A call to rejoice
Wednesday Romans 10:14-17 Those who bring good news
Thursday 1 Thessalonians 3:6-13 Timothy’s encouraging report
Friday Genesis 18:1-18 A son for Abraham and Sarah
Saturday Psalm 126 A people who dream
Sunday Luke 1:26-38 The birth of Jesus foretold

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me
to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to
the captives, and release to the prisoners. Isaiah 61:1 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for the Week:
God of power and might, help us to be aware of the needs of people and be prepared to

bring joy and good news to people through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen

Mealtime Prayer:
May this gift of food fill our hearts with laughter and make us shout with joy. Amen

A Blessing to Give:
May the God of peace make you holy in spirit and soul and body. (1 Thessalonians 5:23)

CARING CONVERSATIONS
Discuss in your home or small group or use for personal reflections:
e Think or talk about a time when you felt sad or brokenhearted.
e When you feel discouraged, who do you talk to or what do you do to feel
better?
e Jesus comes to change our lives. How does Jesus make a difference for your life

and the lives of others?
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Joy to the World e home
DEVOTIONS

Read: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11.

An American emailed his friend in Zimbabwe and asked if he was well. The response was
“I am well if you are well.” That response comes with a communal understanding of
wellness. We can’t be well on our own. Neither can we truly feel okay about ourselves if
we feel safe and protected while our neighbor does not feel okay. Isaiah 61:1-2 brings
good news for all, including—and especially—the oppressed, the brokenhearted, captives,
prisoners, those who mourn and those who owe debts (The year of the Lord’s favor was a
time to forgive debts). God’s work of justice and mercy that brings joy will be seen in all
the nations (v. 11) and is for all, not just a select and privileged few. How do you see the
wellbeing of others as important to your own wellbeing?

Pray: God of justice, we give you thanks that your goodness and mercy is for us and for all
the world through Christ our Lord. Amen. (Isaiah 61:11)

SERVICE

There 1s a theme of joy in our readings this week. This joy includes God’s promise to
overcome pain, disappointment, and fear. Think of someone currently experiencing
difficulties. How can you be the hands and voice of God’s good news to that person this

week?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

Place the wise men further away from the nativity set for now. Wait to place Jesus in the
manger until Christmas Eve. On your Advent wreath, light the first candle of hope, the
second one of peace, and the third one of joy. Pause for a moment to sit in silence and look
upon the nativity set and think about the good news and joy the coming of Jesus brings us.
Say this Bible verse: Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)
Pray: Lord God, thank you for being with us in times of sadness and times of joy. Give us

hope, peace and joy as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Amen.

© 2019 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved.



