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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ,
seeks to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News
boldly and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with
all creation.”
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NOVEMBER 22, 2020
CHRIST THE KING

On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In the
end, the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, hungry,
naked, sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost,
weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We gather this day to celebrate the reign of
Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the consummation of all things yet to come.
Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be known in
our loving words and deeds.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
In whose image we are made,

who claims us and calls us beloved.
Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection

Holy One,

we confess that we are not awake for you.

We are not faithful in using your gifts.

We forget the least of our siblings.

We do not see your beautiful image in one another.
We are infected by sin

that divides your beloved community.

Open our hearts to your coming,

open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,

open our hands to serve your creation. Amen.

Beloved, we are God’s children,

and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.
Through + Jesus you are forgiven,

by Jesus you are welcome,

in Jesus you are called to rejoice!

Let us live in the promises prepared for us
from the foundation of the world.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG Oh, Worship the King (ELW 842)
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Text: Robert Grant, 17791838, aft.

Music: HANOVER, William Croft, 1678-1727

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.




CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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Shine on me, shine on me:
Shine on me, shine on me:

Text: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950
Music: Graham Kendrick
Textand music © 1987 Make Way Music, admin. Music Services in the Western Hemisphere

Reprinted under OneLicense #A-719004.

SHINE, JESUS, SHINE
291010 33 and refrain

All rights reserved.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we
inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the
strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

Because Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the LORD will
assume the role of shepherd in Israel. The LorD will also set over them a shepherd-
messiah, “my servant David,” who will feed and care for the people.

A reading from Ezekiel.

“Thus says the Lord Gob: | myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. *’As
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so | will seek
out my sheep. | will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a
day of clouds and thick darkness. **I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them
from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and | will feed them on the
mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. **I will
feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture;
there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the
mountains of Israel. *°I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie
down, says the Lord Gob. ‘°I will seek the lost, and | will bring back the strayed, and | will
bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong | will destroy.
I will feed them with justice.

““Therefore, thus says the Lord Gob to them: | myself will judge between the fat sheep
and the lean sheep. “'Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the
weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, “’1 will save my
flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and | will judge between sheep and sheep.

31 will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he
shall feed them and be their shepherd. ““And I, the Lorb, will be their God, and my
servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LoRD, have spoken.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 95:1-7a
(Read responsively between men and women, beginning with the men)

'Come, let us sing | to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation.
’Let us come before God’s presence | with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the | LORD with psalms.
°For you, LORD, | are a great God,
and a great ruler a- | bove all gods.
“In your hand are the caverns | of the earth;
the heights of the hills are | also yours.
°The sea is yours, | for you made it,
and your hands have molded | the dry land.
°Come, let us worship | and bow down,
let us kneel before the | LORD our maker.
’For the LoRrD| is our God,
and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep | of God’s hand.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23

In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus from
the dead. The resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord of both the church and the entire
universe, now and in the age to come.

A reading from Ephesians.

*I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for
this reason ‘°I do not cease to give thanks for you as | remember you in my prayers. 'l
pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of
wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, **so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, **and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power.
“God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at
his right hand in the heavenly places, “*far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to
come. ““And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things
for the church, “*which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Music: Caribbean traditional
GOSPEL.: Matthew 25:31-46

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated:
what is done for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done for him.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] **“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels
with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. *’All the nations will be gathered
before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep
from the goats, **and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. *“Then
the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; *for | was hungry
and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger
and you welcomed me, *°I was naked and you gave me clothing, | was sick and you took
care of me, | was in prison and you visited me.” *’Then the righteous will answer him,
‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? **And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or
naked and gave you clothing? **And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and
visited you?” “’And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of
the least of these who are members of my family you did it to me.” “*Then he will say to
those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared
for the devil and his angels; “*for | was hungry and you gave me no food, | was thirsty and
you gave me nothing to drink, “°I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and
you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” ““Then they also
will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or
sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” “°“Then he will answer them, ‘Truly | tell
you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” “°And
these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”



The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Bill

HYMN OF THE DAY All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name! (ELW 634)

All Hail the Power of Jesus” Name!
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Bring forth the roy - al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
Hail him who saves vou by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
The God in - car - nate, man di - vine-—and crown him Lord of all.
Go spread your tro-phies at his feet and crown him Lord of all

5 Letev'ry kindred, ev'ry tribe

on this terrestrial hall
to him all majesty ascribe
and crown him Lord of all.

Text Edward Perronet, 17261792, sts. 1-4; I. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, sts. 5-6
Music: Coronation, Oliver Holden, 17651844

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid leense from copyright administrator

& Oh, that with yvonder sacred throng
we at his feet may falil
We'll join the everlasting song
and crown him Lord of all.



Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed.
CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)
P: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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My heart is glad to  say the words: You arc ho - ly, God

Text: Argentine waditional
Music: ARGENTINE SANTO, Argentine traditional



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

There is a place for you at the banquet.
Come and feast at Jesus’ table.



COMMUNION

Continuous — Please continue down center aisle at direction of the usher, maintaining
your distance and keeping your mask on. Move your mask to eat the bread and drink the
wine. Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Return to your seat with
your mask on.

COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Lord Jesus,

in this simple meal you have set a banquet.

Sustain us on the journey,

strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children,
and give us glad and generous hearts

as we meet you on the way.

Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
Amen.



SENDING SONG Crown Him with Many Crowns (ELW 855)
Crown Him with Many Crowns
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Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 18231903, s5t. 4
Music: DIADEMATA, George I. Elvey, 18161893

DISMISSAL

Beloved of God,

go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

SILENT PRAYER

babe of Beth-le - hem.

ies  s0  bright.

lives that death may die.

ter - ni - ty.




CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, #A-719004. All
rights reserved.

SERVING TODAY

Pastor — Rev. Bill Nienstedt
Home Phone Number: 717-264-3757
Email Address: Pastor@solomonslutheran.org
Church Office Email Address: office@solomonslutheran.org
Pianist — Heidi Shenberger
Head Usher — Kathy Bowen
Acolyte — Clark Shenberger
Lector — Katy Nienstedt
Attendance last Sunday — 31

Stewardship Thought — November 22, 2020 (Reign of Christ, Proper 29, Year A)

“And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of
these who are members of my family, you did it to me.””’— Matthew 25:40

When our thankfulness translates into action and service to “the least of these,” we may
never fully realize the ripple effects. How might you show gratitude to God in tangible
ways that lift up your neighbor in need?

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in honor of Bonnie Hudson
given by Roxy Bothe.

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We
invite you to worship with us again!


mailto:Pastor@solomonslutheran.org
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Prayer requests for the following persons: Jody Schwartz, Quentin, Joan and David
Likeness, Linda Small Naus, Nancy Marshall, Lee Locke, Barbara Socks, Darrell Veilleux,
Denise Bowen, Jack Hess, Sylvia Wenger, Patsy Wagner, Anne English, Bill Sellers, Millie
Kulkusky, Karen Sanders, Jackson, Bonnie Hudson. If anyone has a prayer request, please
call Janice McEntire. Note: At the beginning of each month, the Prayer Request List will
start anew. If you would like to remain listed on the next month’s list, or if you would like
to have your name removed from the list before the end of the month, please call the
office.

To my Solomon’s “Family” I would like to say thank you for the many cards and best
wishes | received for my recent 90" birthday. It meant a lot to me to be remembered by all
of you! Fondly, Paul Skelly

Congregational Meeting, November 22, 2020. The regular annual congregational
meeting will take place immediately following worship TODAY. The primary purpose of
the meeting is to elect new council members and approve the 2021 annual operating
budget.

If you do NOT want to receive offering envelopes in 2021, please contact Janice McEntire
or Sally Gayman.

Salvation Army Bell Ringing will take place on Saturday, November 28 in front of the
Butcher Shoppe from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm. Social Ministry is in need of 12 volunteers (2
volunteers each hour). A signup sheet is on the bulletin board in the Sunday School
room. Any questions, please call or email Edna, 717-352-4392 or
bernedna@centurylink.net . Let's all rally and help the Salvation Army out during this
difficult time.

Advent Materials—Be sure to check your church mailbox for the specially-themed
Advent devotionals for both young and old.

Youth Christmas Party--Our youth are invited to join us on Saturday, December 12" in
the Fellowship Center. We will begin at 6 PM by enjoying a packaged meal together of a
ham sandwich, potato chips, fruit cup, packaged drink, and cookies. Afterwards, we will
do some crafts while social distancing and wearing masks. Everyone attending must
wear a mask! Please email Janice McEntire if you plan to attend. E-mail is jannie.mac
@hotmail.com or call 717-264-3702. Your RSVP helps us know how many children to
prepare a meal for and purchase craft supplies.

Power Packs: With school back in session, the Power Packs program has now resumed.
Currently, eight families have been identified at New Franklin Elementary School in need
of food assistance. You can donate vegetable or fruit cups like last year. Donations of cash
are also welcome if you are unable to shop or attend church due to the pandemic.



mailto:bernedna@centurylink.net
http://hotmail.com/

Candy Fundraiser-- Thank you to everyone for making our Candy Sales a success! We
made 354 Ibs. of candy. We do have some candy left to sell so please call Zoe at 717-267-
1777 (home) or 717-264-9598 (work). You can also call Sally at the Church Office: 717-
267-2266. Milk Chocolate Peanuts, Raisins, Toasted Coconut & Rice Krispies - $ 10.00
Ib.; Milk Chocolate Buckeye Bars $6.00 1/2Ib & $10.00 Ib.; Toasted Coconut 1 Ib. bags -
$2.00; Raisins 1 Ib. bags - $2.00 or 2 Ib. bags - $4.00; Dark Chocolate Melting Disk 1 Ib.
bags. - $3.00; 8 oz. Jar of Apple Butter - $3.00 jar; 16 oz. Jar of Apple Butter - $5.50 jar.

Bulletin Announcement Forms are located in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all
bulletin announcements to by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the
bulletin.

Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available
in the library for anyone to read.

2020 Poinsettia Order Form

Anyone desiring to remember a loved one or honor someone with Christmas Poinsettias
is asked to fill out the following form and mail it to the church office or put it in the
collection plate along with a check made payable to Solomon’s Lutheran Church, marked
“Poinsettia Order.” Deadline to order a red or marble (pink & white) poinsettia is
November 29. Cost is $9.60 each.

The Christmas Poinsettias in Memory and Honor of Family and Friends
have been donated by:

(name)
Red Marble
Total amount enclosed Total Poinsettias ordered
In memory of
In memory of
In honor of
In honor of

Poinsettias will be in the church on December 24. If you will not be attending church on
Dec 24, you can make arrangements to pick up your flowers by calling the church office.
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 25:31-46 The sheep and goats

Monday Ezekiel 34:11-24 God, the true shepherd
Tuesday Ephesians 1:15-23 Paul’s prayer

Wednesday Psalm 100 All lands called to praise God
Thursday Isaiah 1:16-20 Justice is needed

Friday Amos 5:10-15 Choose good, not evil
Saturday Psalm 95:1-7a Worship and obey the Lord
Sunday Mark 13:24-37 When the Son of Man appears

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
I will seek the lost, and | will bring back the strayed, and | will bind up the injured, and |
will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong | will destroy. | will feed them with

justice. Ezekiel 34:16 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for the Week:
God of glory and might, we give thanks that you are our God and that we are the sheep in

your hand through Christ our Lord. (Psalm 95:7a)

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, to you we make a joyful noise for all that you do, including your gift of this
food for us today. Amen. (Psalm 95:1)

A Blessing to Give:
May the God of power and might bless you with joy and peace.

CARING CONVERSATIONS
Discuss in your home or small group:
e |If you had all the power you could want, what would you want to do?
e What is wrong with the religious leaders in the Bible using their power for
themselves?

e Why is it good news to know that God cares for the poor, the sick, and the hungry?



HYMN OF THE WEEK

.................................................... - tak| n g.l.

When the Poor Ones ) L
faith

DEVOTIONS home

Read: Matthew 25:31-46

The God of the Bible is the God of justice but not just any kind of justice. God’s justice
recognizes the unfairness of power that abuses the weak. In Ezekiel 34 God has had
enough of Judah’s unjust shepherds, specifically, the kings who have not taken care of
God’s sheep. Therefore, God declares the sheep that are lost, strayed, injured, and weak
will be cared for by God’s power and the fat and the strong sheep—supposedly those well
off at the expense of the weak—will be destroyed (v. 16). That is the divine judgment
Jesus presents in the parable of the sheep and the goats. God’s will—Jesus’ will, as seen in
the Son of Man in the parable—is to provide for the needs of the hungry, thirsty, lonely,
naked, or sick. The message is so strong that when anyone has cared for these, they have
cared for the Son of Man. The Gospel of Matthew does not shy away from judgment that
distinguishes the authentic from the inauthentic life of those who follow Jesus. Matthew
speaks against those who abuse their powers, whether religious, social, political, or
economic. This final Sunday in the church year recognizes that all evil abuses will end one
day and only God’s compassion will survive through Christ, the true ruler of all things.
How do you live as though Jesus, the Son of Man is with you as you show care and help
others in need?

Pray: Almighty God, help us to see you in our neighbors, especially those in need of
care through Jesus Christ, the one who is above all rule and authority. Amen.

SERVICE
Whether you live in an urban or rural setting, there are many in need. Donations of time
and money are appreciated by those in need and the organizations that help them. Think

about how you can help support these individuals or organizations

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

Read Psalm 95:1-7a and circle or say the action words like “sing,” “make a joyful noise,”
“bow down,” and “kneel.” Reread the psalm out loud and act out the parts you highlighted.
Afterward, close with this blessing: May the Lord God rejoice at the sound of your

joyful noise and songs of praise.
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