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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, 

seeks to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News 

boldly and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with 

all creation." 
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NOVEMBER 15, 2020 

24TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah proclaims that the 

coming day of the LORD will be filled with wrath and distress. Paul says it will come like 

a thief in the night and urges us to be awake and sober. Jesus tells the parable of the 

talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still have time, for the greater and common 

good. In a world filled with violence and despair, we gather around signs of hope—word, 

water, bread, and wine—eager to welcome the good news of Christ’s coming among us. 

 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

PRELUDE 

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

in whose image we are made, 

who claims us and calls us beloved. 

Amen. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection 

 

Holy One, 

we confess that we are not awake for you. 

We are not faithful in using your gifts. 

We forget the least of our siblings. 

We do not see your beautiful image in one another. 

We are infected by sin 

that divides your beloved community. 

Open our hearts to your coming, 

open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 

open our hands to serve your creation. Amen. 

 

Beloved, we are God’s children, 

and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. 

Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, 

by Jesus you are welcome, 

in Jesus you are called to rejoice! 

Let us live in the promises prepared for us 

from the foundation of the world. 

Amen. 



GATHERING SONG O Zion, Haste (ELW 668) 

 
 

 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you 

give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare 

us for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 

 

Zephaniah (like the prophet Amos in last week’s first reading) presents the day of the 

LORD as one of judgment and wrath. Descriptions of the last day in the New Testament 

include details taken from Old Testament accounts of the day of the LORD. 

A reading from Zephaniah. 

 

 7Be silent before the Lord GOD! 

  For the day of the LORD is at hand; 

 the LORD has prepared a sacrifice, 

  he has consecrated his guests. 

 12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 

  and I will punish the people 

 who rest complacently on their dregs, 

  those who say in their hearts, 

 “The LORD will not do good, 

  nor will he do harm.” 

 13Their wealth shall be plundered, 

  and their houses laid waste. 

 Though they build houses, 

  they shall not inhabit them; 

 though they plant vineyards, 

  they shall not drink wine from them. 

 14The great day of the LORD is near, 

  near and hastening fast; 

 the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, 

  the warrior cries aloud there. 

 15That day will be a day of wrath, 

  a day of distress and anguish, 

 a day of ruin and devastation, 

  a day of darkness and gloom, 

 a day of clouds and thick darkness, 

  16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 

 against the fortified cities 



  and against the lofty battlements. 

 17I will bring such distress upon people 

  that they shall walk like the blind; 

  because they have sinned against the LORD, 

 their blood shall be poured out like dust, 

  and their flesh like dung. 

 18Neither their silver nor their gold 

  will be able to save them 

  on the day of the LORD’s wrath; 

 in the fire of his passion 

  the whole earth shall be consumed; 

 for a full, a terrible end 

  he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 12 

(Read responsively between men and women, beginning with the men)  

 

 1Lord, you have | been our refuge 

  from one generation | to another. 

 2Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the | earth were born, 

  from age to age | you are God. 

 3You turn us back to the | dust and say, 

  “Turn back, O child- | ren of earth.” 

 4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when | it is past 

  and like a watch | in the night;  

 5you sweep them away | like a dream, 

  they fade away suddenly | like the grass: 

 6in the morning it is | green and flourishes; 

  in the evening it is dried | up and withered. 

 7For we are consumed | by your anger; 

  we are afraid because | of your wrath. 

 8Our iniquities you have | set before you, 

  and our secret sins in the light | of your countenance. 

 12So teach us to num- | ber our days 

  that we may apply our | hearts to wisdom.  

 

 

 



SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

 

Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ’s return, we live faithfully 

in the here and now as we anticipate the day when we will be given eternal salvation 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

A reading from 1 Thessalonians. 

 
1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have 

anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will 

come like a thief in the night. 3When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden 

destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there 

will be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a 

thief; 5for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of 

darkness. 6So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 
7for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since 

we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a 

helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining 

salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that whether we are awake 

or asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build up each 

other, as indeed you are doing. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

 

 

 



GOSPEL: Matthew 25:14-30 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient merely to 

maintain things as they are. Those who await his return should make good use of the gifts 

that God has provided them. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his 

slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to 

another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had 

received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more 

talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18But 

the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his 

master’s money. 19After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts 

with them. 20Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five 

more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five 

more talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have 

been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy 

of your master.’ 22And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, 

you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23His master said 

to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, 

I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24Then the one 

who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were 

a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 
25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is 

yours.’ 26But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I 

reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have 

invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was 

my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten 

talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; 

but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this 

worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.’ ” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON     Pastor Bill 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY O Christ the Same (RED HILL ROAD) (ELW 760) 
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Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed. 
 

CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  (Please respond.) 

P: Hear us, O God.   C: Your mercy is great. 

 

 

 

PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



PREFACE 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

There is a place for you at the banquet. 

Come and feast at Jesus’ table. 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION 

Continuous – Please continue down center aisle at direction of the usher, maintaining 

your distance and keeping your mask on.  Move your mask to eat the bread and drink the 

wine.  Please place your empty communion cup in the basket.  Return to your seat with 

your mask on. 

 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen.  

 

 

 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Lord Jesus, 

in this simple meal you have set a banquet. 

Sustain us on the journey, 

strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, 

and give us glad and generous hearts 

as we meet you on the way. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

BLESSING 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING SONG Build Us Up, Lord (ELW 670) 

 
 



DISMISSAL 

 

Beloved of God, 

go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, #A-719004.  All 

rights reserved. 

 

 

SERVING TODAY 
 

Pastor – Rev. Bill Nienstedt 

Home Phone Number: 717-264-3757 

Email Address: Pastor@solomonslutheran.org  

Church Office Email Address: office@solomonslutheran.org  

Organist – Doug Mummert 

Head Usher – Kathy Bowen 

Acolyte – Sam Nienstedt 

Lector – Katy Nienstedt 

Attendance last Sunday - 39 

 

 

Stewardship Thought – November 15, 2020 (24th Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 28, 

Year A) 

“Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.” – 1 

Thessalonians 5:11 

 

“Do or do not. There is no try,” said Star Wars character Yoda. Notice there is no “try” in 

Paul’s instructions either. We can act on our thankfulness to God by encouraging others 

and building one another up in Christ’s name. Who needs your encouragement this week? 

How will you act on that need? 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in memory and honor of 

our daughters – Rebecca, Emily and Melissa given by Wayne & Peggi Norman. 
 

Welcome Visitors!  We welcome you to our worship service.  We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing.  If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher.  We 

invite you to worship with us again! 
 

Prayer requests for the following persons: Comfort and peace for the family and friends 

of Jerry and Esther Schultz, who died last week, Linda Small Naus, Lee Locke, Joan and 

David Likeness, Nancy Marshall, Darrell Veilleux, Denise Bowen, Jeffrey Wenger, Jack 

Hess, Sylvia Wenger, Barbara Socks, Patsy Wagner, Anne English, Bill Sellers, Millie 

Kulkusky, Karen Sanders, Jackson, Bonnie Hudson. If anyone has a prayer request, please 

call Janice McEntire.  Note: At the beginning of each month, the Prayer Request List will 

start anew.  If you would like to remain listed on the next month’s list, or if you would like 

to have your name removed from the list before the end of the month, please call the 

office. 

 

Notice of Congregational Meeting, November 22, 2020. The regular annual 

congregational meeting will take place immediately following worship on Sunday, 

November 22, 2020. The primary purpose of the meeting is to elect new council members 

and approve the 2021 annual operating budget. If you wish to vote but not attend worship, 

the meeting will begin at approximately 10:20 a.m.  We will require a quorum to vote so 

your attendance is encouraged. We are making improvements to the technology in the 

sanctuary and we hope to offer a video teleconference of the meeting. Please note that you 

must be present to cast a ballot as the Solomon’s constitution does not allow for absentee 

ballots. Please watch for a letter and the proposed budget being sent by US Mail to all 

member families. 
 

Thanksgiving Worship Service 
Sunday, November 22nd at 9:30 a.m. 

We will celebrate Thanksgiving and give thanks to God for all our blessings in Sunday 

worship on this day. We will bring them forward with the offering and the communion 

elements as a visible sign of God’s abundant gifts. 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing will take place on Saturday, November 28 in front of the 

Butcher Shoppe from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm. Social Ministry is in need of 12 volunteers (2 

volunteers each hour). A signup sheet is on the bulletin board in the Sunday School 

room.  Any questions, please call or email Edna, 717-352-4392 or 

bernedna@centurylink.net .  Let's all rally and help the Salvation Army out during this 

difficult time. 

 

Committee Meeting Night will be held on Tuesday, November 17 at 7 PM. 
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Power Packs: With school back in session, the Power Packs program has now resumed. 

Currently, eight families have been identified at New Franklin Elementary School in need 

of food assistance. You can donate vegetable or fruit cups like last year. Donations of cash 

are also welcome if you are unable to shop or attend church due to the pandemic. 

 

Bulletin Announcement Forms are located in both pamphlet racks.  Please submit all 

bulletin announcements to by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the 

bulletin. 

 

Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available 

in the library for anyone to read. 
 

 

 

 

2020 Poinsettia Order Form 
 

Anyone desiring to remember a loved one or honor someone with Christmas Poinsettias 

is asked to fill out the following form and mail it to the church office or put it in the 

collection plate along with a check made payable to Solomon’s Lutheran Church, marked 

“Poinsettia Order.”  Deadline to order a red or marble (pink & white) poinsettia is 

November 29.  Cost is $9.60 each.   
 

The Christmas Poinsettias in Memory and Honor of Family and Friends  

have been donated by: 
 ______________________________________________ 

(name) 
 

Red _____   Marble _____ 
  

Total amount enclosed ________          Total Poinsettias ordered _____ 
 

In memory of ______________________________________________________ 

In memory of ______________________________________________________ 
 

In honor of _______________________________________________________ 

In honor of _______________________________________________________ 
 

Poinsettias will be in the church on December 24.  If you will not be attending church on 

Dec 24, you can make arrangements to pick up your flowers by calling the church office. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

NOVEMBER 15, 2020 

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY  

AFTER PENTECOST 

 

The importance of encouraging one another. 

 

 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS  

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

Sunday  Matthew 25:14-30  Parable of the talents  

Monday  Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18  Judgment of Judah  

Tuesday  1 Thessalonians 5:1-11  Encourage one another  

Wednesday  Judges 4:1-7  Deborah and Barak  

Thursday  Psalm 123  A prayer for mercy  

Friday  Philemon 1:4-7  Philemon’s love and faith  

Saturday  Psalm 90:1-12  God is eternal  

Sunday  Matthew 25:31-46  The sheep and the goats  

 

 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 

Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 1 

Thessalonians 5:11 (NRSV) 

 

 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING   

A Prayer for the Week:  

Gracious God, we thank you for the body of Christ that helps us when life is difficult and 

our faith is weak. Amen. 
 

Mealtime Prayer:  

Lord God, you who make the earth fruitful, we thank you for this meal that strengthens our 

bodies and encourages our souls. Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give:  

May the Almighty God strengthen your soul through brothers and sisters in Christ. (1 

Thessalonians 5:11) 

 

 

CARING CONVERSATIONS  

Discuss in your home or small group: 

• How do you support someone when they are discouraged or are feeling down? 

• How has someone supported you when you were in need of encouragement? 

• Why do you think Christians need support and encouragement from one another? 



 

HYMN OF THE WEEK 
  

Will You Let Me Be Your Servant 

 

 

DEVOTIONS  

Read: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11. 

Good times and hard times can happen—and change—rather quickly (v. 3). Daily life is 

fragile. Life experiences can change dramatically with a phone call. What is constant is the 

need to care for one another and build up the body of Christ. There are important 

connections between this text and the parable of the talents in Matthew 25. God has gifted 

us to use our vocation, our calling in life as a child of God, to do God’s work in the world. 

If we do not do this, if we ignore or hide our calling, the ministry of the church suffers. 

Instead, we are to trust in a God who acts; we are not to fall prey to complacency and 

speak and live as though God is not present and active in our lives and history (Zephaniah 

1:12). Paul reminds the people that they—and we—are to reach out to others—especially 

our brothers and sisters in the faith. We are to do so with encouragement to live each day 

in faith, love, and hope because of the God who acts and has given us “salvation through 

our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thessalonians 5:9). How are you encouraged by others to live 

your faith? How do you encourage others? 
 

Pray: God of grace, we thank you for the cloud of witnesses that walk alongside us to 

strengthen us in faith, love, and hope through Christ. Amen. 

 

 

SERVICE  

Jesus’ parable of the talents makes a strong case for every Christian to have a calling, to 

use one’s gifts and passions to serve the church and the world. Make a list of how to use 

your gifts and talents to serve the church and world around you. 

 

 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  

A talent in Jesus’ day was money. Jesus tells a story about three servants. One hid his 

money and never used it. In our day, we think of a talent as a natural ability to be good at 

something. If we are good at something, we should not hide our talent but use it to the best 

of our ability. Drawing, singing, and dancing are a few talents. Think of what talent(s) you 

have and in what ways you can tell others about Jesus by using that talent. Each day this 

week choose one talent to use and say this prayer: Dear God, help me to use my talents, 

whether big or small, so that others know you. Amen. 
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