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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, 

seeks to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News 

boldly and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with 

all creation." 
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OCTOBER 18, 2020 

20TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. 

When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him 

and to God what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate 

allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we 

offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world. 

 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Faithful God, 

have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We turn from your loving embrace 

and go our own ways. 

We pass judgment on one another 

before examining ourselves. 

We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 

We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 

Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 

and turn us again to life in you 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 

and through his death and resurrection, 

Christ has made us his own. 

Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 

to do God’s work in the world. 

Amen. 

 



GATHERING SONG God Is Here! (ELW 526)  first and last verse 

 
Reprinted under OneLicense #A-719004.  All rights reserved. 

 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  

Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your 

image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you 

what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1-7 
 

The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the LORD has anointed 

to end Israel’s exile. The LORD makes this choice so that the whole world will recognize 

this LORD as the only God. Persia had a god of light and a god of darkness; the LORD 

claims sovereignty over both light and darkness. 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

 1Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, 

  whose right hand I have grasped 

 to subdue nations before him 

  and strip kings of their robes, 

 to open doors before him— 

  and the gates shall not be closed: 

 2I will go before you 

  and level the mountains, 

 I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 

  and cut through the bars of iron, 

 3I will give you the treasures of darkness 

  and riches hidden in secret places, 

 so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 

  the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 

 4For the sake of my servant Jacob, 

  and Israel my chosen, 

 I call you by your name, 

  I surname you, though you do not know me. 

 5I am the LORD, and there is no other; 

  besides me there is no god. 

  I arm you, though you do not know me, 

 6so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 

  and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 

  I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

 7I form light and create darkness, 

  I make weal and create woe; 

  I the LORD do all these things. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



PSALM: Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13] 

Read responsively between men and women, beginning with the men. 

 

 1Sing to the LORD| a new song; 

  sing to the LORD, | all the earth. 

 2Sing to the LORD, bless the name | of the LORD; 

  proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day. 

 3Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations 

  and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples. 

 4For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised, 

  more to be feared | than all gods.  

 5As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols; 

  but you, O LORD, have | made the heavens. 

 6Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; 

  power and splendor are in your | sanctuary. 

 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples, 

  ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power. 

 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the | holy name; 

  bring offerings and enter the courts | of the LORD. 

 9Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness; 

  tremble before the LORD, | all the earth.  

 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 

Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and 

reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment 

of faith, love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian communities. 

A reading from 1 Thessalonians. 
 

1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,  

  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  

  Grace to you and peace. 

  2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 

constantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love 

and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters 

beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to you 

not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as 

you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And you 

became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word 

with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers in 

Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only 

in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that 

we have no need to speak about it. 9For the people of those regions report about us what 



kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a 

living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the 

dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. 

First they ask if God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar. 

15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they sent their 

disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are 

sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; 

for you do not regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to 

pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you 

putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they 

brought him a denarius. 20Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 
21They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor 

the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard 

this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON   Pastor Bill 



HYMN OF THE DAY Lift Every Voice and Sing (ELW 841)  first and last verse 

 



Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed. 

 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   (Please respond.) 

P: Lord, in your mercy,   C: hear our prayer. 

 

 

PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



PREFACE 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come to the banquet table 

where Christ gives himself as food and drink. 

 

 

COMMUNION 

Continuous – Please continue down center aisle at direction of the usher, maintaining 

your distance and keeping your mask on.  Move your mask to eat the bread and drink the 

wine.  Please place your empty communion cup in the basket.  Return to your seat with 

your mask on. 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen.  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

We give you thanks, gracious God, 

that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, 

the body and blood of Christ. 

Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, 

into your beloved vineyard 

to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, 

guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ 

and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 



BLESSING 
  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

SENDING SONG You Servants of God (ELW 825)  first and last verse 

 
 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, #A-719004.  All 

rights reserved. 



SERVING TODAY 

 

Pastor – Rev. Bill Nienstedt 

Home Phone Number: 717-264-3757 

Email Address: Pastor@solomonslutheran.org  

Church Office Email Address: office@solomonslutheran.org  

Organist – Doug Mummert 

Head Usher – Bill Wepking 

Acolyte – Katy Nienstedt 

Lector – Richard Graven 

Communion Set-Up – Bill and Lilly Chiado 

Communion Assistant – Sam Mull 

Communion Clean-up – Kathy Bowen, Carole Darr 

Attendance last Sunday – 31 

 

 

Stewardship Thought – October 18, 2020 (20th Sunday after Pentecost) 

“I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so that you 

may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by your name.” – Isaiah 

45:3 

 

We share God’s abundance through our hands and work, but is still the abundance of God, 

who loves us and desires good for all creation. How might your hands sharing God’s 

abundance help point others to Jesus? 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God given by Jere and Phyllis 

Brehm.  
 

Welcome Visitors!  We welcome you to our worship service.  We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing.  If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher.  We 

invite you to worship with us again! 
 

Prayer requests for the following persons:  Joan Likeness, Barbara Socks, Pastor Sharon 

Blezard, Isabel Overcash, Darrell Veilleux, Patricia Yetter, Denise Bowen, Ty McEntire, 

Jeffrey Wenger, Jack Hess, Sylvia Wenger, Patsy Wagner, Anne English, Bill Sellers, 

Millie Kulkusky, Curt Shreiner, Genny Grant, Karen Sanders, Jackson, Bonnie Hudson.  If 

anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire.  Note: At the beginning of each 

month, the Prayer Request List will start anew.  If you would like to remain listed on the 

next month’s list, or if you would like to have your name removed from the list before the 

end of the month, please call the office. 
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The council has called for a congregational meeting immediately following worship on 

Sunday, October 25, 2020. The sole purpose is to vote to approve the purchase and 

installation of new carpet in the Sunday school room, choir room and hallways in the 

church due to wear and staining.  Funds have already been reserved for this project. If you 

wish to vote but not attend worship, the meeting will begin at approximately 10:15 a.m.  

We will require a quorum to vote so your attendance is encouraged. 

  

Given the pandemic situation, the Worship and Music Committee has decided to continue 

holding the Sunday Worship Service at 9:30 a.m. through October. The Committee 

will continue to re-evaluate the situation at their next meeting. 
 

Relay For Life team is selling lottery tickets.  If your number matches the PA Lottery 

Pick 3 on October 28 you win one roll each of $20.00, $10.00, $5.00, & $3.00 scratch-off 

tickets.  One number higher and one number lower will win one roll of $5.00 scratch-off 

tickets.  Cost is $5.00 per ticket - Please contact Becky or Sam Mull to purchase your 

tickets.  Thank you for your support! 
 

Maranatha Paper Products Drive: Since we are limited in the number of people at 

worship in the church each Sunday, we will collect paper products each Sunday during the 

month of October.  If Norm’s red truck is not in the parking lot, please bring your donation 

into the church and place it in the gray Social Ministry bins in the Sunday School room or 

under the coat rack.  If you would like to donate but are not coming to church because of 

the virus, call Edna (717-352-4392) to arrange pickup. 
 

Power Packs: With school back in session, the Power Packs program has now resumed. 

Currently, eight families have been identified at New Franklin Elementary School in need 

of food assistance. You can donate vegetable or fruit cups like last year. Donations of cash 

are also welcome if you are unable to shop or attend church due to the pandemic. 

 

Notice to All: Sunday School Teachers, Children’s Church Teachers/Assistants and VBS 

Teachers & Helpers received papers in the mail to fill out for The Child Protection / 

Background Checks.   We need you to fill these out and send back to us no later than 

Sunday November 1st.  Thank you.   

 

Needed – Pint (16oz) Jars and ½ Pint (8oz) Jars.  If anyone has these size jars and would 

like to donate for the Apple Butter sales we would appreciate it.  We are also accepting 

cash donations to go towards buying jars that are in short supply, so prices are high.  

Please call Zoe Mummert at 717-267-1777 if you have jars to donate and send money 

donations to the Church, marked Apple Butter so Sally know where the money goes.  

Thank you! 

 

 

Candy Order Forms are due to Zoe Mummert TODAY! 

 

 



Candy Making – Monday, November 9th, Tuesday, November 10th and Wednesday, 

November 11th, 2020.   
 

Sign up to help.  We will set up on Sunday, November 8th. We will begin each morning at 

6:30 AM – we need people to stir chocolate during melting process; 8:00 AM – dip 

chocolate into paper cups. 
 

Call: Sally Gayman at the church (717-267-2266) or her cell (717-360-2223) or call Zoe 

Mummert (717-267-1777) with dates and times you can help.  Please leave a message at 

any of the phone numbers listed above.  You can also email Zoe at zoem@kenshadle.com.  

We will have stations spaced throughout the gym in small groups.  You will have to wear a 

mask, gloves and hat/hairnet.  (Gloves and hairnets will be provided.  Bring your own 

mask and hat.)  Candy will be sold for $10.00/1 lb. bag and $6.00/ ½ lb. bag. Orders are 

due by Sunday, October 18th.  Pick up date will be Saturday, November 14th between 10 

AM and 12:00 PM and on Sunday November 15th after Church. 
 

Please note:  If Pennsylvania shuts down again because of Covid-19, we will have to 

cancel this event and all orders.  We will send out a notice to everyone.  Thank you for 

your help and support. 

 

 

Bulletin Announcement Forms are located in both pamphlet racks.  Please submit all 

bulletin announcements to by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the 

bulletin. 

 

Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available 

in the library for anyone to read. 
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OCTOBER 18, 2020 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

God does great things through people. 

 

 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS  

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

Sunday  Matthew 22:15-22  The question of paying taxes  

Monday  Isaiah 45:1-7  Cyrus serves the Lord  

Tuesday  1 Thessalonians 1:1-10  The example of faith  

Wednesday  Exodus 33:12-23  Moses’ intercession  

Thursday  Psalm 99  Our Lord is king  

Friday  Isaiah 42:1-9  The Lord’s servant  

Saturday  Psalm 96:1-13  Sing a new song  

Sunday  Matthew 22:34-46  Loving God and neighbor  

 

 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 

remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 

steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 (NRSV) 

 

 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING   

A Prayer for the Week:  

Dear God, use our gifts, our faith, our hope in you, to do labors of love for the sake of 

Jesus Christ and his reign on earth. Amen. 
 

Mealtime Prayer:  

Dear God, we thank you for how you provide for us and for the hands that have brought 

this food to us today. Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give:  

May the God who has chosen you in love, give you grace and peace. (1 Thessalonians 1:1, 

4) 

 

 

CARING CONVERSATIONS  

Discuss in your home or small group: 

• What is something you have accomplished and are proud of?  

• How can God use your efforts—your deeds—for others?  

• Is it a surprise that God can use your efforts to accomplish God’s will on earth? 

Explain.  



HYMN OF THE WEEK 
  

Open Your Ears, O Faithful People 

 

 

DEVOTIONS  

Read:  Isaiah 45:1-7. 

Cyrus is a Persian king. He is not part of God’s chosen people through Abraham, Isaac or 

Jacob. Cyrus doesn’t even know the God of Israel, and yet Cyrus does God’s will by 

setting God’s people free to return home from exile in Babylon. Isaiah lifts up the supreme 

power and authority of God’s rule throughout the world. Besides the LORD, there is no 

god (v. 5). All that is, is God’s. It is easy for us to forget that God can use others outside of 

the body of Christ to do God’s will on earth. No wonder Psalm 96 commands all the earth 

to sing to the LORD (v. 1). In the midst of the tragedies that happen all too often around 

us, it is important to remember that we are a people of hope and trust in the God who holds 

all things together. The Apostle Paul wrote with thanksgiving for the Thessalonians’ faith, 

love, and hope (1 Thessalonians 1:3). As a chosen people, Paul gladly affirms that they do 

God’s work of love on earth through their “work of faith” and “steadfastness of hope in 

our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 3). How does God’s rule on earth give you hope and encourage 

you to act with love and faith? 
 

Pray: God of power and might, we thank you for your glory that breathes hope and 

love into all corners of the earth through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

SERVICE  

God is the ruler of all of creation and we, God’s servants, have responsibility to care for all 

that God has created. One of the greatest concerns for our world today is to care for the 

earth that is suffering under the weight of carbon emissions, overflowing landfills and 

polluted air and water. What can you do to reduce the waste that harms the earth? 

 

 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  

Psalm 96 is a song of praise to God. It tells of the sea roaring, the creatures and fields 

rejoicing, and the trees singing. In what ways do you praise God through sounds and 

music? Sing a favorite Christian hymn. Think about what the words say about God.  

Then say: Sing a new song to the Lord! Everyone on this earth, sing praises to the 

Lord, sing and praise his name. (vv.1-2a) 
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