SEPTEMBER 20, 2020
16TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign
of God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter what
time of day they began to work. When God changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh
for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful, abounding in
steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. As Martin

Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God,
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Faithful God,

have mercy on us.

We confess that we are captive to sin

and cannot free ourselves.

We turn from your loving embrace

and go our own ways.

We pass judgment on one another

before examining ourselves.

We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.

Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,
and turn us again to life in you

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God hears the cries of all who call out in need,

and through his death and resurrection,

Christ has made us his own.

Hear the truth that God proclaims:

Your sins are forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ.
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness
to do God’s work in the world.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG Great Is Thy Faithfulness (ELW 733)
Great Is Thy Faithfulness
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Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 18661960
Music: FAITHFULNESS, William M. Runyan, 1870-1957
Text and mesic € 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Streamn, 1L 60188, All nights reserved. Used by permssion.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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Shine on me, shine on me:

Text: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950
Music: Graham Kendrick
Texiand music & 1987 Make Way Music, admin. Music Services in the Western Hemisphere

SHINE, JESUS, SHINE
291010 33 and refrain

Reprinted under OneLicense #A-719004. All rights reserved.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants.
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and
train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10--4:11

After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare the
city. Jonah objected to this and became even more angry when God ordered a worm to
destroy a plant that was providing shade. The book ends with a question that challenges
any who are not ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but
shouldn’t I be concerned about a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites?

A reading from Jonah.

‘%When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways,
God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and
he did not do it.

“1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. “He prayed to the LORD
and said, “O LORD! Is not this what | said while I was still in my own country? That is
why | fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from
punishing. *And now, O LoORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die
than to live.” “And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” *Then Jonah went out
of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under
it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.

°The LorD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over
his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. ‘But
when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it
withered. ®*When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on
the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for
me to die than to live.”

“But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said,
“Yes, angry enough to die.” ‘“Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for
which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and
perished in a night. **And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in
which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their
right hand from their left, and also many animals?”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 145:1-8
Read responsively between men and women, beginning with the men.

I will exalt you, my | God and king,
and bless your name forev- | er and ever.

’Every day | will I bless you
and praise your name forev- | er and ever.

*Great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised!
There is no end | to your greatness.

*One generation shall praise your works | to another
and shall de- | clare your power.

°I will speak of the glorious splendor | of your majesty
and all your | marvelous works.

*They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts,
and | will re- | count your greatness.

"They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness;
they shall sing joyfully | of your righteousness.

®The LoRbD is gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30

Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of
his imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the
Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance the gospel mission.

A reading from Philippians.

IFor to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. “’If I am to live in the flesh, that means
fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which | prefer. I am hard pressed between the
two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; *“but to remain in the
flesh is more necessary for you. 2°*Since | am convinced of this, | know that | will remain
and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, “°so that | may share
abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when | come to you again.

>’Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether |
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm
in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no
way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of
your salvation. And this is God’s doing. “’For he has graciously granted you the privilege
not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—*since you are having the
same struggle that you saw | had and now hear that I still have.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Musie: Caribbean traditional

GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable about God'’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that
God rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] *“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. “After agreeing with the laborers for
the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. *When he went out about nine
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; “and he said to them, ‘You also go
into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. "When he went out
again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. °And about five o’clock he
went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing
here idle all day?” 'They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, ‘You
also go into the vineyard.” “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going
to the first.” “When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual
daily wage. *°’Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of
them also received the usual daily wage. **And when they received it, they grumbled
against the landowner, ‘“saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” **But he
replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for
the usual daily wage? *“Take what belongs to you and go; | choose to give to this last the
same as | give to you. >’Am | not allowed to do what | choose with what belongs to me?
Or are you envious because I am generous?’ *°So the last will be first, and the first will be
last.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON Pastor Bill

HYMN OF THE DAY Great God, Your Love Has Called Us (ELW 358)
Great God, Your Love Has Called Us
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Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936

Music: RYBURN, Norman Cocker, 1889-1953
Text © 1977, rev. 1995 Hope Pubiishing Company, Carol Stream, fL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music © Oxford University Press. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed.

CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)
P: Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Text: Argentine tragitional

Music: ARGENTINE SANTO, Argentine traditional

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.




LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the banquet table
where Christ gives himself as food and drink.

COMMUNION

Continuous — Please continue down center aisle at direction of the usher, maintaining
your distance and keeping your mask on. Move your mask to eat the bread and drink the
wine. Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Return to your seat with

your mask on.

COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We give you thanks, gracious God,

that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare,
the body and blood of Christ.

Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven,

into your beloved vineyard

to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst,



guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ
and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.

SENDING SONG On Our Way Rejoicing (ELW 537)

Q ﬁ H H ] I
: = E -  — —
IV ! 1/ | el P 1 i/ bt [%3
T r o i L
1 On our way re - joic - ing glad - ly let us go.
2 Un - to God the Fa - ther joy - ful songs we sing;

n 5 j 3

P A . P i ] I I }

- 5 1 1y 1 |
o—t——a—»—F o = E |

A £ | H { bl &

J | i i - O
Christ our Lord has con - quered; van - quished is  the foe.
un - to God the Sav - ior thank - ful hearts we bring;

9 ﬁ 1 I 1

o i — = e °

N O, o i é
Christ with - out, our safe - ty; Christ with - in, our joy;
un - to God the Spir - it bow we and a - dore,

0 s , ,

P 1 i - ]

- el ! 1
T e e j s
] 1 a ] P ] ] ©

o f ' o - ' i
who, if we be faith - ful, can our hope de - stroy?
on  our way re - joic - ing now and ev - er - more.
Refrain

n H i }

P .1 . ' ; E - 1 }

T ——— e ! — i —
b - t 1 et LS )

J } 4 f = y r
On  our way re - joic - Ing; as we for - ward  move,

i —— i

‘ 4 | [ Py
G——=—2—F j i e — ©

- E : ) d : i

hear-ken f  our  prais - s, O blest God of love!




DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

SILENT PRAYER

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, #A-719004. All
rights reserved.

SERVING TODAY

Pastor — Rev. Bill Nienstedt
Home Phone Number: 717-264-3757
Email Address: Pastor@solomonslutheran.org
Church Office Email Address: office@solomonslutheran.org
Organist — Doug Mummert
Acolyte — Sam Nienstedt
Lector — Katy Nienstedt
Head Usher — Frances Reichard
Communion Assistant — Sam Mull
Attendance last Sunday — 23

Stewardship Thought — September 20, 2020 (16" Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 19)
“Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you enviOus

because I am generous? So the last will be first, and first will be last.”
Matthew 20:15-16

In this parable Jesus reminds us that it is God’s nature to be generous and that God has
special concern for the poor and marginalized. We often assume that everyone gets what
we deserve by the strength of our own will and bootstraps. God has other ideas and loves
all people.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in loving memory of the
Garvin Twins — Hazel McKenzie and Edna Biesecker given by Wayne and Marjorie Dale.

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We
invite you to worship with us again!

Prayer requests for the following persons: Barbara Socks, Pastor Sharon Blezard, Isabel
Overcash, Darrell Veilleux, Patricia Yetter, Denise Bowen, Ty McEntire, Jeffrey Wenger,
Jack White, Jack Hess, Sylvia Wenger, Jay Hunter, Patsy Wagner, Anne English, Bill
Sellers, Millie Kulkusky, Curt Shreiner, Genny Grant, Karen Sanders, Jackson, Bonnie
Hudson. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire. Note: At the
beginning of each month, the Prayer Request List will start anew. If you would like to
remain listed on the next month’s list, or if you would like to have your name removed
from the list before the end of the month, please call the office.

Poinsettia Order Form: Please disregard the Poinsettia order form that was in last
week’s bulletin. Colleen’s company is no longer selling poinsettias this year. Watch the
bulletin for more information as we research a new source of poinsettias.

Relay For Life team is selling lottery tickets. If your number matches the PA Lottery
Pick 3 on October 28 you win one roll each of $20.00, $10.00, $5.00, & $3.00 scratch-off
tickets. One number higher and one number lower will win one roll of $5.00 scratch-off
tickets. Cost is $5.00 per ticket - Please contact Becky or Sam Mull to purchase your
tickets. Thank you for your support!

Solomon's Capital Campaign for Luther Ridge Skilled Care Center: In support of
Solomon's five-year $5,000 pledge to the capital campaign for the SpiriTrust Lutheran
Skilled Care Center at Luther Ridge, please consider making a financial contribution if you
are able. The Skilled Care Center provides rehabilitation and nursing care for those in need
in our community. Make your check out to Solomon's and mark it "Luther Ridge Skilled
Care" in the memo line. Thank you for your generosity.

Lutheran Disaster Response: California is experiencing the worst wildfires in history,
which have burned over one million acres and destroyed thousands of structures. In
addition, Hurricane Laura has devastated parts of coastal Louisiana. Lutheran Disaster
Response is providing immediate needs such as food and other life necessities in these two
states. Please consider making a donation to help with these efforts. Make your
contribution payable to Solomon's and mark it "US Wildfires" or "Hurricanes" or both.
100% of your donation will be used for these efforts. Thank you for your generosity.



Altar Flowers: If you will not be attending worship on a Sunday you have donated the
flowers, please contact Sally to arrange pick-up or request they be donated.

SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary voted to postpone their 2020
Membership Drive due to Covid-19. However, if you wish to make a contribution to the
programs the auxiliary supports at Luther Ridge for 2020 please feel free to give your
donation by sending it to Marjorie Dale, Auxiliary President, 235 Woodvale Drive,
Chambersburg, PA 17201 or Mary Jane Lindsey, Auxiliary Treasurer, 273 Cherry Lane
Dr., Chambersburg, PA 17202. Any questions please call Marjorie at 717-860-7544.

Hammer & Stain Relay for Life Fundraiser: The Hammer and Stain fundraising event
is still scheduled for Sunday, Sept. 27" at 1:00 p.m. There is still time to sign up for this
event. Projects can be taken home to work on. A limited number of people are permitted
in the studio!

Bulletin Announcement Forms are located in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all
bulletin announcements to by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the
bulletin.

Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available
in the library for anyone to read.



From the Fund Raising Committee:

Apple Butter — we will be selling homemade Apple Butter in % pint jars at $3.00 and pint
jars at $5.50. Orders due Sunday, October 4™. Pick up date will be Saturday, November
14 between 10 AM and 12 PM and Sunday, November 15 after Church.

SOLOMON’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

HOME MADE APPLE BUTTER
ORDERS DUE: SUNDAY OCTOBER 4, 2020

PICK UP — SATURDAY NOVEMBER 14, 2020 between 10:00 am — 12:00 pm & SUNDAY NOVEMBER 15, 2020 —after Church

% PINT PINT
CUSTOMER 8 0Z. JAR 16 OZ. JAR TOTAL DUE PAID
NAME $3.00 EACH $5.50 EACH

SELLERS NAME:

Candy Making — Monday, November 9™, Tuesday, November 10" and Wednesday,
November 11%, 2020.

Sign up to help. We will set up on Sunday, November 8. We will begin each morning at
6:30 AM — we need people to stir chocolate during melting process; 8:00 AM — dip
chocolate into paper cups.

Call: Sally Gayman at the church (717-267-2266) or her cell (717-360-2223) or call Zoe
Mummert (717-267-1777) with dates and times you can help. Please leave a message at
any of the phone numbers listed above. You can also email Zoe at zoem@Kkenshadle.com.
We will have stations spaced throughout the gym in small groups. You will have to wear a
mask, gloves and hat/hairnet. (Gloves and hairnets will be provided. Bring your own
mask and hat.) Candy will be sold for $10.00/1 Ib. bag and $6.00/ %2 Ib. bag. Orders are
due by Sunday, October 18™. Pick up date will be Saturday, November 14" between 10
AM and 12:00 PM and on Sunday November 15" after Church.

Please note: If Pennsylvania shuts down again because of Covid-19, we will have to
cancel this event and all orders. We will send out a notice to everyone. Thank you for
your help and support.


mailto:zoem@kenshadle.com

SOLOMON'’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

HOME MADE CHOCOLATE CANDY
ORDERS DUE: SUNDAY OCTOBER 18, 2020

PICK UP — SATURDAY NOVEMBER 14, 2020 between 10:00 am & 12:00 pm & SUNDAY NOVEMBER 15, 2020 —after Church

Customer
Name

MILK CHOCOLATE

MILK CHOCOLATE

ko | MK | "ol ™ | Mseioeare | e | AT
COCONUT BUCKEYE BARS
¥ib.bag | 1lb.bag | ¥lb.bag | 1lb.bag | ¥ lb.bag |1lb.bag | ¥ lb.bag | 1lb.bag | ¥ lb. box | 1lb. box | }|b.bag | 1Ib. bag
6.00 10.00 6.00 10.00 6.00 10.00 6.00 10.00 6.00 10.00 6.00 10.00

SELLERS MNAME:
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God is gracious and merciful. L faith
home

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 20:1-16 Parable of the vineyard workers
Monday Jonah 3:10-4:11 Jonah goes to Nineveh

Tuesday Philippians 1:21-30 What life means to Paul
Wednesday Exodus 16:2-15 Bread from heaven

Thursday Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 God’s faithfulness to Israel
Friday Titus 2:11-15 God’s kindness

Saturday Psalm 145:1-8 The Lord is kind and merciful
Sunday Matthew 21:23-32 Parable of the two sons

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. Psalm
145:8 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for the Week:
Gracious God, we thank you that you care for all, especially those who feel left behind,

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
God of grace and mercy, we thank you for your care for us that gives us food from your
fruitful creation. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the undeserved kindness of God bless you with faith and good courage now and
always.

CARING CONVERSATIONS

Discuss in your home or small group:
e Think about or tell a story of how someone was kind to you.

e Has it ever been difficult for you to be kind to someone? What made it difficult?
e [s God’s kindness to you a surprise or not? Explain.



HYMN OF THE WEEK

God Created Heaven and Earth

" takin ol

faith

DEVOTIONS home

Read: John 3:10-4:11.

Frankly, we don’t really like God’s justice. It’s too supportive of people unlike us! Like
Jonah, we don’t want a God who is slow to anger and full of steadfast love for people we
don’t think deserve it, especially those we would consider our enemies. That’s why Jonah
ran away from God (v. 4:2). Nineveh was the capital of the Assyrians who had destroyed
the northern kingdom of Israel in 722 BC. Now God told Jonah to preach repentance to the
Ninevites. Jonah was afraid to do this because he knew of God’s love and mercy,
something he did not want showered upon his enemies. And Jonah was right; it happened,
and 1t angered him. It’s just like in Jesus’ parable of the generous landowner (Matthew
20:1-16) where it seems so wrong for people who worked in the fields all day only to get
the same wage as those who started at the end of the day. Is it easy or hard for you to
accept God’s justice where “the undeserving” receive the same generosity you receive?
Explain.

Pray: Gracious and merciful God, give me faith to love your generosity for all people,
especially those who are different from me. In Jesus’ name, amen.

SERVICE

The story of the vineyard in Matthew 20:1-16 is about a generous owner who paid the
laborers the same amount at the end of the day even if some worked harder and longer
than others. Some of the laborers grumbled. The owner asked, “Am I not allowed to do
what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?”

(Matthew 20:15). In what ways are you generous to others with what belongs to you?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

In Exodus 16:2-15 bread was provided from heaven. Prepare a meal that includes bread.
Think or talk about Moses and the Israelites and how they had to learn to be patient and
have faith in God to feed them daily as they traveled to the Promised Land. What does this
mean for you? Before you eat, pray: Lord, thank you for this bread you have given us
to eat. Help us to never forget how you provide for us just as you did for the

Israelites. Amen.
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